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AN ACCOUNT 
OF THERE 


FIRST ALRIAL VOYAGE 
in ENGLAND. 


LETTER 1. 


Mr Howovrep FRIEND, Lendon, July 15, 1784. 


HE innumerable inſtances of kindneſs I have re. 
k 4 ceived from you, and the teſpectſul affection 
| impreſſed on my mind, have inſenſibly led me into the 
habit of giving all my intereſting thoughts and actions, 
ſome reference to you; and making your opinion and ſa- 
tisfaction neceflary to my happineſs. | 

You are well apprized of the general effect which the 

attempts to perform Atrial Voyages in France, have had in 
Europe; but you may not know, that the Philoſophers in 
England have attended to them with a ſilence, and appa- 
rent indifference, not eaſily to be accounted for, 


B Theſe 


- CY" 


Theſe two nations emulate each other in all circums 

flances: and the progreſs and advantage of manufactutes 

| are not watched on either {ide with greater anxiety and 

| jealouſy, than a diſcovery in ſcience, or an improvement 
in fine arts. This has the happieſt effect, while it is ac- 
companied with a liberality and candour that do honour 
to human nature, 

The firſt rumours of Atrial Voyages were ſo ſwollen by 
the breath of fame; and the imaginary advantages to at- 
tend them, ſo rapidly and plauſibly multiplied; that the 

| genius of Engliſh philoſophy, which, ſince the days of 
Newton, has born the palm of ſcience, clouded her brows 
with a kind of ſullenneſs ; and perhaps feared for a mo- 
ment, the aſcendency of her ſiſter. 

The gloty of a diſcovery is indiviſible as the 2toms of 
Epicurus ; and in reſpect to atroſtation, it remains, and 
muſt remain with France. It is ſuppoſed, and I ſpeak it 
on better authority than rumour, that ſome of the moſt 
attentive and penetrating obſervers in England, meditate 
ſuch improvements of Aeroſtatic Balloons, and ſuch 
modes of applying. them to uſe, as may give them an 
equal claim to glory with their philoſophical rivals in 
France, But this has not hitherto been attended with re- 
markable effects. 

*You will poflibly wonder, that in ſuch circumſtances ; 
at my age; with the numerous engagements and occupa- 
tions of my office; not yet dittinguithed in the records of 
ſcience 3 and bur little known in a country ſo enlightened 
© as England] ſhould have the en to be the firſt man 
{who viſited its atmoſphere, 
I have already acquainted you with the project of our 
friend ä and the reaſons of its failure. Little 
130 diſappointments 
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diffppointments and etrors are often the means of inte- 

tfon, I procceded in a different method, and conceived, 

the defign of interefting generofity and humanity, in the 
patronage of an experiment of ſome hazard; particularly, \ 

in the hands of a foreigner, 

At the diſtance of two miles from this metropolis, 
ftands a monument of liberal and prudent charity, firſt 
ſuggeſted (as it is'ſaid) to Charles Il. by a licentious wo- 
man. It is the hoſpital of militasy invalids at Chebſen : 
an object of national attention; and managed with a. 
reſpect to the intentions of the ſucceſſive Princes who: 
have patronized it, and to the health and comfort of the 
meritorious veterans who inhabit it, which are not com- 
mon in public inſtitutions, |. 3 

This building conſiſts of three fies of 2 8 qua- 
drangle: a garden ſloping before it, to the ſhore of the 
Thames; the vale extenſive and fertile, and bounded by 
hills gently riſing, highly cultivated, and beautifully 
marked with villas, churches and villages, all W 

the opulence and felicity of the inhabitants. { 
This I have fixed upon, in my mind, as a- pictureſque 
and propitious ſpat ; and I wiſh, as it were ſom theaker) 


44 


of humanity, to aſcend the ſkies, 
I have, therefore, addreſſed the following requeſt to Sir 
George Howard, ' governor of the hoſpita. 4 


« Mr. LUuNARni has the honour to acquaint Sir 
« George Howard, that he intends to conſtruct an Air. 8 
« Balloon, in which he will aſcend for the purpoſe of | 
de making ſome intereſting experiments, But previous to 
« his engaging in fo expenſive an undertaking, he wiſhes' 
6 * to be —_ of a place for launching it, to which none 

R 2 « but 


[4] a 


ec hut ſubſcribers can be admitted. If Sir George Hows 
«ard will indulge him with his permiſſion to launch it 
tc from Chelſea gardens, Mr. Lunardi purpoſes to devote 
&« whatever may exceed the expence of the undertaking to 
«© be divided among the invalids of the hoſpital, Mr, 
« Lunardi requeſts the favour of an anſwer from Sir 


cc George Howard,” 


The King of England is diſtinguiſhed for an attention 

to the minuteſt variations in the ſtate of ſcience or the 
arts; as he is for an unblemiſhed character, and the moſt 
ſcrupulous practice of all moral and religious obligations, 
'The innumerable concerns of an empire, to which ex- 
tent and unweildineſs alone have been an inconvenience, 
do not prevent his perſonal notice of any remarkable 
character; or his correct examination of any A 0 
event. 
He has had the condeſcenſion to attend to the firſt pro- 
bable intimations of a ſucceſsful experiment with Bale 
loons; and the governor, with his Majeſty's approbation, 
has granted my requeſt, 

I know your friendly and parental boſom will have ſome 
emotions at the opening of a deſign, by a youth whom 
you have ſo long cheriſhed and loved, which leads ta 
glory, through ſome uncertainty and fome danger. But 
my reſolution is taken ; and you know, within the bounds 
of life, nothing can ſhake it. 

1 When I write to you, though at ſuch a diſtance, I feel 
1 that diſcharge a duty; and it affords me ſatisfaction. It 
va! ſeems to have the effect of my uſual methods of conſulting 
you. I obtain my own approbation, and colle& firmneſs 
and relolution, where: perhaps I had my difficulties and 
Bows doubts 3 
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doubts ; and I take you with me in every thing I do, 
This habit is favourable to my Numbers, which I find ta 
be a little interrupted by the magnitude of my deſign, I 
will therefore avail myſelf of its influence, 

-Good night, my deareſt and beſt friend: communicate 
my intelligence to my liſters, &c, and believe me to re» 
main, 2 

Your obliged and affectionate, 
VINCENT LUNARDIL, 


(67 


LETTER un 


My Dear Friewp, 


"A your anxiety to learn the progreſs of my un- 
dertaking. 

Neither my fortune nor my ceconomy have ever allow- 
ed me to be in affluence, I therefore enter on any buſineſs 
requiring expence, with fome diſadvantage, In Italy I 
ſhould have ſought the patronage and generofity of my 
Sovereign, or of ſome liberal and opulent nobleman, to 
enable me ta ſuſtain the expence of my prefent under- 
taking, Here wealth is more equally diffuſed ; and by 
any contrivance that can gratify the curioſity of the peo- 
ple, ſums of money are immediately collected, without 
the anxiety and mortification of petitioning the great. 
This has, in ſome meaſure, baniſhed patronage from 
England ; but ingenious men are perhaps the better re- 
warded, and are not rendered ſlaves to the purpoſes and 
caprices of patrons, Hence the innumerable exhibitions, 
which are always open in London; and which are means 
of circulation, convenience, information and utility, al- 
moſt unknown in every other country, 

To proceed in my deſign, I have been obliged to adopt 
this cuſtom, You will not be offended that a ſecretary to 
an embaſſy exhibits his Balloon; when you know that 
the firſt artiſts in the nation, under the immediate protic- 
tion of the King, and incorporated into an academy, ex- 
hibit their pictures yearly ; and that the price of admiſ- 
fion is one ſhilling. This expedient adds two or three 
thouſand a year to the income of the academy; and is nei- 
ther an inconvenience or a diſhonour, where the diffuſton 
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vo wealth through the loweſt ranks renders the whole na- 
tion the general patron of uſeſul deſigns, 

In the center of London, and in a ftreet calkd the 
Strand, becauſe it runs by the edge of the Thames, there 
is a large room conſtructed for the exhibition of pictures, 
by the firſt ſociety formed in England for the encourage» 
ment of painting and ſculpture, 

Italians viewed this ſociety, and every other of a ſimiliar 
kind, as the Europeans view the eſtabliſhment of manufac- 
tories in America. The Engliſh had been accuſtomed te 
ſend their youch to Italy to learn juſt ſo much of the fine 
arts as would enable them to purchaſe and intimate its pro- 
ductions. At this time there are names in England, 
which are equal in reputation to any in the world. This, 
however, is greatly owing to the patronage afforded by his 
Majeſty ; who has inſtituted an accademy for ſculpture and 
painting, and who is himſelf the beſt judge in his domi- 
nions of the production of his artiſts, | 

The inſtitution of the academy, gradually weakened 
and deſtroyed the ſociety,” and their room has ſince been 
fitted up, for a ſpecies of entertainment which no coun- 
try ever produced but England ; that is, a debate on poli- 
tical ſubjects, conducted at random by any man who would 
pay for his admiſſion, and ſpeak ſo as to amuſe the aſſem- 
bly. In reference to this entertainment, it was called the 
Lyceum; and in that Lyceum I exhibit my Balloon, 

As the minuteſt ſtep I take is intereſting to you, I ſhall 


ſend you ſome of my propoſals = advertiſement juſt as 
they appear, 


ADVERTISE- 


z 


tend ſetting off from Chelſea- Hoſpital Garden, having al- 


t 8 1 
ADVERTISEMENT, 


I Take the liberty to acquaint that I have 
undertaken the conſtruction of a Globe 32 feet in diame- 
ter, with which I intend to aſcend, as ſoon as compleated, 
to make the moſt intereſting experiments, eſpecially that of 
going many miles before the wind, and keeping the Globe 
conſtantly not higher than a gun+ſhort ; previous to my 
conſtruQing the great Machine for direction. 

Being already involved in great expences attending the 
conſtruction of ſo large a Globe, made with the beſt oiled 
filk—the filling it with inflammable air—the Machinery 
for the experiments, &c,—am obliged to ſolicit the aſſiſt- 
ance of the liberal promoters of ingenuity, in an underta- 
king of fo curious a nature; by the improvements I flatter 
myſelf to have invented, J hope to render the diſcovery 
of great public utility; and preſume to requeſt you will 
have the goodneſs to honour me with your ſupport and 
ſubſcription : as approbation of my 
ſcheme may have weight with others, and induce them 
to conceize the practicability of it. | 

The gallery, oars, and wings are already made, and 
to be ſeen at the Lyceum, Exeter-Change, Strand, where 


the Balloon is now conſtructing, and will be finiſhed in 


about a fortnigt. With which, when compleat, I in- 


ready obtained his Majeſty's approbation, and Sir George 
Howard's permiſſion, 

Subſcriptions are taken in at Mr. Debret's, Bookſeller, oppo- 
fire Burlington- Houſe, Piccadilly; Mr. Booker Stationer, 
Ne. 56, New Bond- Street; Mr. Barnes Engraver, Co- 

uur 


9 1 
vemtry- Street, Hay- Market; Mr. Adamt, Mathematiclan 
to his Majefly, No. 60, Fleet-Street ; and at Meſſrs. Nairne 
and Blunt, Mathematical and Philoſophical Inflruments 
makers, No. 20, Cornbill, oppoſite the Royal- Exchange. 

Which Mr. LUNARDI will give his Receipt for, © 

The guinea ſubſcribers will be admitted into Chelſaa- 
Hoſpital-Garden, and have a chair near the Globe the day 
of aſcending, and may view the conſtruction at the * 
four different times. 

A half guinea ſubſcriber will likewiſe be admitted into 
the Garden on the above day, and alſo be accommodated. 
with a ſeat on benches, next to the chairs, and admitted 
twice to ſee the conſtruction of the Machine, | 


— — — CENOEY 


The probability that my deſign would be executed, pro- 
duced, what hardly any recommendatory letters, or other 
common means of introduction will do in England, I 
mean an acquaintance with perſons of merit and conſe- 
quence. England is open to all the world, either in war 
or peace; and a man of talents, whether liberal or me- 
chanic, cannot fail of ſupport and encouragement, in pro- 
portion to his merit. But it would be wholly uſeleſs 
bring to London ſuch Jetters of recommendation as would 
in any city on the continent enable a man to run through 
almoſt all the houſes in it. Here the prodigious reſort of 
ſtrangers has nearly deſtroyed that indiſcriminate ſpecies 
of hoſpitality, which prevails on the continent; and 
which, while it may be agreeable to thoſe who travel to 
get rid of time, has not ſufficient utility to attone for its 
inconvenience, But when once a circumſtance in the 

C | | fituation 
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110 ] 
fituation or character of a ſtranger has attracted the notice 
of an Engliſhman ;' and he has declared himſelf his pro- 
tector and friend, it is worth a thouſand of the civilities 
of general hoſpitality : a reliance may be had on its ſince- 
rity ; and the friendſhip is permament in duration, as it is 
flowe in growth. 

Sir Joſeph Banks is among the firſt perſons who have 
taken notice of my deſign ; and he has honoured my ſub- 
ſcription with his name, The reputation he has acquired 
as the firſt botanic collector in the world; as the friend 
and companion of Captain Cook, in one of his voyages 
ound the globe; as the preſident of the Royal Society; 
and the general patron of knowledge and merit, renders 
any account of him to you unneceſſary. 

My ſubſcription however comes in but ſlowly ; nor has 
the Balloon, though larger, conſtructed of better materials, 
and on better principles than any that has yet appeared in 
England, excited the curioſity I expected. This is partly 
owing to ſome ridiculous exhibitions of the kind, which 
have been had at the ſame place, and which have n a 
diſpoſition to'incredulity and ſuſpicion. 

My Balloon is compoſed of oited ſilks, of which 520 
yards are inſerted in alternate ſtripes of blue and red, 
which give it a very lively and pleaſing appearance. Its 
Sorm is ſpherical. Fhe horizontal dimenſion of it is 324 
feet; its circumference 102. lt is kept ſuſpended, and 
at preſent is filled with common air, which I inje& 
with bellows, through tubes of oiled ſilk that paſs through 
its ſides. More than two thirds of the Globe are co- 
vered with a ftrong net; from which depend forty-five 
cords, forming equal ſections on its lower part, and uni- 
ting at the bottom. Theſe will be faſtened to a cireular 
frame, 


A. 


rame, that forms the upper part of the vehicle in which 
I mean to perform my Aerial Voyage. It will be furniſhed 
likewiſe with wings and oars; the uſe of the former is to 
excite air when the globe is becalmed, and thereby to 
move it horizontally : they have the form of large rackets, 
and are covered with looſe flounces of oiled filk. The 
oars, which differ from the wings only in ſize, will be 
worked with a vertical Motion, and are intended to effect 
a depreſſion of the machine; by which I hope to be en- 
abled either to check its aſcenſion, or to deſcend without 
the neceſſity of of letting out the inflammable air, 

I exhibit theſe, not only as matters of curioſity to per- 
ſons who have not ſcen or underſtood the French experi- 
ments, but to point out to thoſe who have, the peculiar 
object of my enterprize, For I haye the ambition to be 
the firſt, not only to viſit the Engliſh atmoſphere, but to 
aſcertain the practicability of rendering. the Balloon ſta- 
tionary, or deſcending at pleaſure by means of oars, acting 
vertically; and ſuperceding the uſe and neceſſity of valves. 
In this only circumſtance I aim to deviate in originality, 
from the ſplendid and ſucceſsful track of the F reach phi- 
loſophers. 

There are two methods of filling a Balloon for aſcenſion; 
and it is remarkable, that the method firſt diſcovered and 
executed by Mefirs. Montgolfier, is the moſt hazardous 
and difficult to apply to uſe. It is effected, as a chimney 
is heated, by a common fire; and a Balloon of this kind 
is a moving chimney, cloſed at the top, made of light ma- 
terials, and raiſed by the elaſticity which is 8 — 
to air by fire. 

This requires a conſtant anplicution of fire to the con- 
tents of the Balloon, which is a difficult operation; an 

C2 the 


412 ] 
the leaſt error in the application may be the occaſion of 
conſuming the apparatus, and endangering the lives of 
thoſe who truſt to it, 
T have choſen inflammable rather than elaſtic air ſor my 
guide. It is a ſubſtance produced by the action of 
vitriolic acid on metals or ſemi-metals, and is fimilar to 
that vapour which takes fire in mines, and earries terror 
and deſtruction wherever it approaches. This you will 
ſay is changing one hazardous inſtrument for another, 
but the chances of ſetting fice to the elaſtic Balloon, or 
of not applying the he at ſo equally as to anſwer the put- 
poſes of aſcenſion, are numerous; thoſe of exploding an 
inflammable Balloon, ariſe only from thunder clouds ; and 
if proper attention be paid to the weatner, they are not 
numerous, or difficult to be avoided: beſides, inſlammable 
air in a large machine being /even times lighter than atmoſ- 
pherical air, and rarifi. d air not more than one third lighter, 
the Machine muſt of courſe be proportionabl y larger i inthe 
uſe of the latter than in that of the former. 

My deſign to uſe.inflammable air, has been the occa- 
fion of my acquaintince with Doctor George F ordyce, 
2 phyſician of eminence, a lecturer in chymiſtry, and pro- 
bably the firſt chemiſt in the iſland. I conſider this as a 
very fortunate circumſtance ; for, beſides the improve- 
ment and ſatisfaction I derive from his friendſhip, he has 
offered in the kindeſt manner to fill the Balloon, in a 
method which is an improvement on that of the French 
philoſophers, as he contrives the tubes f conveying the 
inflammable, ſo as to prevent the admiſſion of any atmoſ- 
pheric air. He is alſo of opinion, that air produced by 


the vitriolic acid and zinc alone, is the lighteſt of any 
that has been yet uſed, "ut 
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But, in the leading in cidents of this æra of my life, I 
muſt reckon among the happieft, my introduction to Mr, 
Biggin, a young gentleman, diftinguiſhed by his birth, 
education, and fortune; of improved and elegant accom- 
pliſhments, a ſtrong lover of ſcience, find of a liberal and 
affectionate heart, This young gentleman, in the firſt 
days of our acquaintance, expreſſed a wiſh to accompany 
me in my aſcent. And as the regions I intended to viſit 
are unknown, and Mr. Biggin's talents ſo uſeful and en- 
gaging, I have accepted his offer, The voyage will, by 

this circumſtance, be rendered more intereſting : we ſhall 
| direct our particular attention to different objects; and 
in any of thoſe incidents which novelty may render aſto- 
niſhing, we ſhall communicate and multiply our joy, or 

leſſen and remove our apprehenſions. 


I am, Sir, 
with great regard 
your much obliged, and moſt humble ſervant, | 


Lendim, Auguft 2, 1784, VINCENT LUNARDI. 
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LETTER Ill. 


My Dzar FRIEND, 


BE events of this extraordinary iſland, are as vari- 
able as its climate, You here experience the ex- 


tremes of elevation and dejection, as you do of heat and 
cold in a ſhorter time, and in a greater number of oc- 


currences, than in any country I know in the world, 
When I wrote you laſt, every thing relative to my under- 
taking wrote a favourable and pleaſing appearance, I am 


at this moment overwhelmed with anxiety, vexation and 
deſpair. 


On advertiſing my intention to go up with my Balloon, 
it was natural to ſuppoſe that any latent ambition of the 
the ſame kind would ſhew itſelf, and perhaps ſpring for- 
ward to ſeize the applauſe attending the execution of ſuch 
an enterprize, I do not ſay, that this would not have diſ- 
appointed me; but it would not have left me in any ſitua- 


tion of diſtreſs like the preſent, 


A Frenchman, whoſe name was Moret; and who may 
poſſibly have aſſiſted at ſome trials at Paris to launch Bal- 
loons in the manner of Montgolfier, advertiſed, as it were 
in competition with me; and fixed on a day for aſcending 
with his Balloon previous to that, on which I had the 
permiſſion of Sir George Howard to make my exeurſion 
from Chelſea- Hoſpital. 

To haſten my own undertaking would have been enter- 
ing into a ridiculous race with Moret; and if I had been 
inclined to ſuch a meaſure, it was probable, that the day 


appointed 


« Wy J 
appointed for tne would not have been' changed, without 4 
better reaſon than could have been aſſigned from the com- 
petition. I therefore waited with as much patience as 1 
could command, the event of Moret's expeliment; ima- 
gining however it would fail, from a view of the Bal- 
loon; but having no apprehenſion of ſuch conſequences as 
might involve my diſappointment or my ruin. . 
On the 11th of Auguſt, his advertiſements aſſembleg 
a company of three or four hundred perſons in a Garden at 
Chelſea; and unfortunately for me at a ſmall diſtance frum 
the hoſpital where I mas permitted to exhibit. The gar- 
dens and fields around the place were crouded with fifty or 
ſixty thouſand people, not ſo much from Economy, as 
incredulity and ſuſpicion, of the undertaking. » That was 
greatly owing to his manner of anticipating my deſign, 
which threw on him and me, nnn imputa- 
tion of impoſtures. 

From one to four o'clock the company waited with pa- 
tience, the filling and aſcenſion of the Balloon; and when 
every effort was ſeen to fail, and the Balloon ſunk into the 
fre which expanded it, the mob ruſhed in; tore it in a 
thouſand pieces; robbed many of the company; levelled 
with the ground all the fences of the place and neighbour- 
hood ; and ſpread deſolation and terror through the whole 
diſtrict, 

I ſaw into many of the conſequences which would af. 
fect my own undertaking. Though the people of Eng- 
land are comparatively well informed and enlightened; yet 
the muititude in all nations is nearly alike, The misfor- 
tune of Moret was attributed to impoſture; and a ſuſpicion 
of a fimilar nature was extended to me, I felt all the imme · 
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ſequences of the faults or misfortunes of 
vailed on him to repreſent my ſituation to the 

In conſequence of which I received this final reſolution of 

Sir George Howard, 1 


r 6 1 
diate ineonvenienees of guilt; as you will ſee by the fol- 
jewing copies of letters: though nothing could be farther 


from my thoughts than any intention to be concerned in 
an impoſition, 


| Chelſea- Hoſpital, Auguſt 14, 1784. 
SIR, | 

DT having been repreſented. to the governor of this place, 

that a riot was occaſioned by an attempt to raiſe an 
Air Balloon in this neighbourhood on Wedneſday laſt ; 
F have his orders to acquaint you, that it is impoſſible 
he can on any conſideration, ſubject this College, to the 
inſults of a mob, and at the ſame time, he directs me to 
fay how diſagreeable it is to him to refuſe his conſent, but 


that his determination is unalterably fixed, I have thy 


honour to be 


S IR, 
Your moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 
Wu. BULKELEY: 


On the receipt of this letter I waited on Major Bulkeley, 
and deſcribing the hardſhip of being involved in the con- 
„I pre- 

nor. 


$IR, 


"Cn J | 
SIR, | + Chelſea College, duguft 10 1784 


e] have this moment received a letter from Sir George 
t Howard, in anſwer to one I wrote to him on Monday 
« laſt, after I had the honour of ſeeing you, and he de- 
« ſires me to acquaint you, that he muſt again repeat the 
© impoſſibility of his conſenting to the exhibition of 
&« your Air Balloon in any place belonging to Chelſea 
« College; his duty abſolutely forbids it, and no confi» 
« geration ſhall make him do it after what happened laſt 
© week, That he is very ſorry you ſhould meet with any 
« djſappointment, but that nothing ſhall make him do 
&« what he cannot juſtify, and that, at all events, it cannot 
« take place at Chelſea College, and, therefore, that it 
6 is abſolutely neceſſary you ſhould look out for ſome + 
other place, and give notice of it in the public papers. 
„ have the honour to be, Sir, 
<« Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, _ 
« W, BULKELEY.” 


— .—— —aääPꝛ̃ 


I am now ſunk into the utmoſt diſtreſs. Though I 
may be faid to have no reputation to loſe in a kingdom 
where I am ſcarcely known, I yet experience the moſt 
poignant mortification at ſeeing my hopes deſtroyed, and 
myſelf, in the ſlighteſt degree, ſuſpected of any thing i in 
conſiſtent with honour, and an ardent love of ſcience. 

You will ſay, it is an imputation on the character of 
an enlightened kingdom, to pre-judge an experiment 
which has not been made, eſpecially as I propoſe to do 
only what has been proved to be practicable in France, 
I have already told you that every thing reſpecting Air 

D Balloons 
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Balloons has been admitted here with reluctance: or- 
namented accounts of French voyages are credited, after 


making large allowances for Gallic vanity ; and all by- 


potheſes reſpeCting a certain and uſeful] application of the 


diſcovery are conſidered as romantic. This prepoſſeſſion, 


however, does not prevent philoſophers and men of let- 
ters from diſcerning the practicability of every thing that 
has been effected in France. But they are not much 
more numerous in this than in other nations; they do not 
always regulate the opinions of the people, and, in this 
caſe, they are not very deſirous of undeceiving them. 


The national prejudice of the Engliſh againſt France is 


ſuffered to have its full effect, on a ſubjeA from which the 
literati of England expect to derive but little honour : an 
unſucceſsful attempt has been made by a Frenchman ; and 
my name being that of a foreigner, a very excuſable ig- 


norance in the people may place me among the adven- 


turers of that nation, who are ſaid to have ſometimes dif- 
tinguiſhed themſelves here by ingenious impoſitions. 

I am apprehenſive, therefore, I muſt relinquiſh my un- 

dertaking ; after an expence which my circumſtances can 
ill bear, and when the ſatisfaction and glory of accom- 
pliſhing it are juſt within my reach, 
Adieu, my dear friend, [ regret the neceſſity of leaving 
on your mind the melancholy impreflions which this let- 
ter muſt make, You may depend on it I ſhall conduct 
myſelf in every event with a proper recollection of your 
ſolicitude and regard for me. For I ſhall ever remain, 
moſt ſincerely your's, h 


| VINCENT LUNARDI. 
_ Londen, Aug. 18, 1784. 7 
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My HonoureD FRIEND, 


Still have hopes: for what philoſophers dare not at- 

tempt, the ladies eaſily accompliſh. They can ſmile 
into acquieſcence that uncouth monſter, public prejudice; 
and they regulate the opinions and manners of a nation at 
pleaſure. 

My perſeverance, amidſt the difficultics and ſuppoſed 
dangers which ſurround me, in conſequence of the failure 
of Moret, has given me an air of heroiſm which you 
know intereſts the fair ſex, The Lyceum therefore is 
crouded with company, and particularly Ladies, who take 
for granted I am to aſcend ; many of them wiſh I were not 
engaged to Mr, Biggin, that they might accompany me; 
and, with that bewitching air of ſincerity which is almoſt 
peculiar to the women of this country, and which I think 
more difficult to reſiſt than the coquetry of my own, they 
expreſs a tender concern for my ſafety, which fixes my 
determination: and I will aſcend, if I do it from the ſtreet, 

| have a proſpect of being accommodated with an in- 
cloſed piece of ground, which is appropriated for the 
exerciſe of a body of armed citizens, viz. the Hon. 
Artillery Company. This corps is compoſed of all 
the officers of the fix regiments of the London Militia, 
and other gentlemen, to the amount of five hundred. 
It is a collection or aſſemblage of officers, all inde- 
pendant, in officers uniforms, who in caſe of emergency 
might exerciſe, in a month, twenty thouſand men, 
His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales is Captain-ges 
neral, and Sir Watkin Lewis, one of the repreſentatives. ' 

D 2 in 


E 20 } 
in Parliament for the city of London is their Colonel. 
To this gentleman I have made application ; and the Rev. 
Mr. Kirwan, Chaplain to the embaſſy, whole friendinip 


upon this, and every other occaſion, I thal] ever remember 


with gratitude, did me the honour to wait on him, and 
repreſented the conſequence of my diſappointment of 


Chelſca-garden, and the very great expences I have been 
at; and that unleſs the Honourable Artillery Company 
would take me under their protection, I could get no pro- 
per place for the experiment, from the apprehenſion of ri- 
ots and diſturbances. Sir Watkin heard his repreſentation 
with candour ; and after enquiring into the principles on 
which my Balloon was conſtructed; the reaſons of the fail 
ure of Mon, De Moret; and attending to every informa- 
tion on the ſubject which could be given by Dr. Fordyce, 

Mr. Biggin and me, he promiſed to lay my application be- 
fore the Court of Aſſiſtants of the Artillery Company. 
The honourable mention he was pleaſed to make of me, 
and of my endeavours to promote ſcience by executing the 
experiment; the ſupport he gave my application; and the 
liberality with which he acted, and which diſtinguiſh his 
character, demand my n thanks. You would be 
aſtoniſhed at the apprehenſions and prejudices excited, even 
in this reſpectable body, by the failure of De Moret. In 
vain did Sir Watkin recommend to them to exerciſe their 
own judgment ; a violent debate took place ; and the 
© conceſſion was carried only by his caſting vote. I had 
been led by policy as well as inclination, to connect charity 
with the other motives, which might induce the Engliſh 
to favour my enterprize. I engaged to give an Hundred 


Guineas to he family of the late Sir Bernard Turner, as 
| an 


{ 22 J 


an inducement to the Court of Aſſiſtants, to grant me 
the Artillery Ground to receive my company, and tq 
launch my Machine. Another Court was called, which 
was neceſſary to confirm the proceedings of the former 3 
that was numerouſly attended; and the propoſal again car» 
ried by the caſting vote of Sir Watkin Lewes, 

In conſequence of this grant from the Honourable the 
Artillery Company, , publiſhed the following adyertiſe- 


me n t. 


GRAND AIR BALLO 


With which Mr. Luxarp1, and an GENTLEs* 
MAN, ate to aicend into the Atmoſphere. 


R. LUNARDI is extremely happy to have it in 
M his power to inform the public, that in conſe- 
quence of an application made to the honourable Artillery 
Company, they have been ſo kind as to accomodate him 
with the uſe of their ground, for the purpoſe of executing 
the experiment he has undertaken, with this condition an- 
nexed, that he ſhall pay one hundred guineas to be added 
to the ſubſcription for the. children of the late Sir Bernard 
Turner: The very laudable and benevolent motive which 
influenced the honourable company to make this demand, 
was of itſelf ſufficiently operative on the feelings, to re- 
move every object ion on the part of Mr. Lunardi to a pro- 

ſal that lowed from the impuſſe of philanthropy and the 
cauſe of humanity, Mr, Lunacci wiſhes to teſtify his gra- 
titude 
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titude in the warmeſt manner to the public, and will feel a 
pleaſure inexpreſſible in being able, by their means, to 
contribute to the relief of diſtreſs, and in particular, that of 
the family of ſo reſpectable an individual as vir Bernard 
Turner. He deſires to return his ſincere thanks to the Ho- 
nourable Artillery Company, for the great civility he has 
received from them, and particularly for the favour of re- 
folving to appear under arms, for the purpoſe of preſer- 
ving order and regularity on the day of his Balloon being 
launched. He has the higheſt ſenſe of the honour they 
intend him, and the additional ſatisfaction of acquaint- 
ing the public, that the three avenues leading to and from 
the Ground, as well as the outfide of the gates, will be 
guarded by the ſerjeants of the City Militia and the Peace- 
Officers, in order to render the acceſs to the Artillery 
Ground eaſy and convenient to his ſubſcribers, and to all 
others who may be led to favour him with their preſence 
on that day, which is determined to be Wedneſday the 


' 15th inſtant, between Twelve and One o'clock, if the 


weather permits. 

As Mr. Lunardi is deſirous to prevent confuſion, he has 
determined that no money ſhall be taken at the gates of the 
Artillery Ground, or any perſon admitted without tickets 
which are now iſſuing at the office adjoining to the Lyceum 
at one guinea, half a guinea, and five ſhillings, 

Tickets, which have already been deiivercd for Chelſea 
Hoſpital Garden, will admit the bearers into the Artillery 
Ground. | | 


At 


Tt a3 } 


At this time upwards of twenty thouſand perſons had 
attended the exhibition of the Balloon and apparatus at 
the Lyceum; and I had no doubt the proprietor of the 
room, who had received the money, and who had made 
ſuch a bargain that the pecuniary advantage was to be his, 
and the hazard and loſs to be mine, would immediately 
enable me to fulfil my agreement with the Artillery Com- 
pany, and remove the Balloon and apparatus to the 
ground. But I was miſtaken. There are men like ſharks, 
who, by devouring, ſeem only to be rendered inſatiable z 
and thoſe men are not peculiar to the Jewiſh nation. 

If there were not a probability that theſe letters may 
appear in England, I would lay open the whole of this 
tranſaction, and the character of the man with whom 1 
unfortunately became connected. But though the Eng- 
liſh boaſt of the liberty of the prels, they enjoy it with ſuch 
exceptions, as are difficult to be underſtood by a ftranger. 
Indeed it is not underſtood by themſelves ; for they are 
ever debating the ſubject. One of the exceptions to the 
liberty of writing and ſpeaking, and which nearly annihi- 
lates it, is, that truth conſtitutes, or is at leaſt an aggravation 
of a libel. Satiriſts therefore in this country, are ſtrictiy 
confined to falſehogd; and in this, it is probable they 
may yield obedience to a. learned judge's opinion of the 
law. It is poſſible, however, that this celebrated la w- 
yer, being at the head of the King's Bench, may only aim 
to wreſt from the preſs the adjudication and puniſhment 
of every ſpecies of delinquency ; and that he conſiders re- 
ciprocal defamation and injury in the public papers, like 
duelling, an appeal from the laws to the paſſions of indivi- 
duals, Be this as it may, I ſhall err on the beſt fide, if I 
err at all, by avoiding expreſſions of reſentment againſt a 

character 
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character too inſignificant for public notice, and too fixed 
in its habits to be amended by reprehenſion. It will be 
ſufficient to ſay, that he attempteꝗ to take cruel advantages 
of my ſituation ; and propoſed ſuch conditions of aſſiſt- 
ance as I muſt have been inſane to accept, 

What to do in theſe circumſtances I was at a loſs to 
imagine, Fatigue, agitation of mind, and that kind of 
ſhame which attends a breach of promiſe, however invo- 
Juntary, induced me to ſend an apology to the committee 
of the Artillery Company, inſtead of waiting on them 
myſelf, Conceiving this an attempt to deceive them, they 
reſcinded their fotmer reſolution reſpecting the appearance 
of the men under arms, and ordered the materials for fix- 
ing and-preparing the balleon which had been ſent, to 
be thrown out ; unleſs I paid the hundred guineas the next 
morning, and found ſecurities in five hundred pounds to 
indemnify the Artillery Company for any injury that might 
be done to the premiſes. 

Difficulties generate difficulties. The man at the Ly 
ceum, apprized of the reſolutions of the Artillery Com- 
pany, locked up my Balloon and apparatus; and declared 
they ſhould never be removed until 1 configned to him a 
moiety of all the poſſible advantages which my preſent and 
Future enterprizes of a fimilar kind might produce. —— 
i Moderate oppreſſion might have ruined me, Enormous 
BH injuſtice rouſcs and intercits the generous and humane. 
| My caſe was ſoon known; I was enabled to ſend the 
money. Sir Watkin Lewes and Mr. Kirwan were kind 
enough to become ſecurities to the Artillery Company. 
The magiſtrates of the police took me under their protec. 
tion; warranted me in forcibly wreſting my Balloon 
out of the Lyceum; and protected me in conveying 
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it to the Artillery Ground on Tueſday, the 14th; under 
a guard, which was ordered by Sir Sempſon Wright and 
William Addington, Eſq, in a manner that did honour 
to their perſonal as well as official characters. * 

Behold me—I was going to ſay—but I ſhould be ex- 
tremely ſorry you were to ſee me, exhauſted with fatigue; 
anxiety and diſtreſs, at the eve of an undertaking that re- 
quires my being collected, cool, and eaſy in mind. The 
difficulties thrown in my way, have poſtponed all my 
preperations ; and indiſpoſed and exhauſted as I am, I 
cannot avoid paying ſuch attention to the operations of 
this night, as will allow me but little ſleep. Doctor 
Fordyce is applying his ingenuous apparatus to fill the Bal- 
loon, The proceſs is admirable though flow ; but, I 
hope by attending to it all night, I ſhall keep my appoint- 
ment with the public to-morrow, 

Adieu, my honoured and reſpectable friend; my 

health and ſpirits are injured by a ſeries of e and 
cruel accidents; but if I ſucceed I ſhall be abundantly 


tewarded. 
I am ſincerely and affectionately your's, 
London, Sept. 14, 1784. VINCENT LUNARDT. 
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. 
My DAR FxIxNp, London, Wedneſday, 15. 


HE auſpicions morning is arrived; and I will write 
A T the occurrences of it as they ariſe, leſt any of thoſe 
4 ſuppoſed impoſſibilities over- take me, which have lately 
* haunted my deſigns. I have no apprehenſion, but of the 
+ populace; which is here, as it is every where, an impetu- 
1 Þ ous, impatient and cruel tyrant. A diſappointment is an 
offence, whatever be the occaſion ; and offenders in every 
degree, are puniſhed with the ſame ſpecies of injuſtice, 
The practicability of the experiment, though perfectly 
known to philoĩophers and men of letters, is not believed 
| by the populace; and I have their prejudices to remove at 
= the riſque of that reſentment and violence, which Sir 
George Howard did not chuſe to encounter, even at the 
head of the veterans of the Britiſh army; which have made 
the Altillery Company doubt, heſitate, reſolve and re- 
re- ſolve; and which will prevent thoſe who would wiſh 
to encourage me from entering the ground. 


The fear of the populace, in caſe of à diſappointment, 
has, as I expected, prevented my having much company in 
the Artillery Ground, But the windows and roofs of the 

ſur- 


1 | | Twelve o'Clock. 
8 The view from the upper-apartments of the Artillery 
1 Houſe into which I ſometimes retire, is ſtriking and ex- 
3 traordinary; and ſerves to animate my imagination, for 
1 ſcenes more extenſive and pictureſque, which 1 ſhall ſoon 
TH furvey, 
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ſurrounding houſes; ſcaffoldings of various forms and con- 
trivances, are crouded with well diefſ:d people; and form 
a ſingular, and to me very intereſting ſpectacle. They 
have viewed for hours with fixed and a ſilent attention, the 
buſtle around the apparatus and the gradual expanſion of 
the Balloon. On my leſt, in a ſquare, or rather parallelo- 
gram, the largeſt I know in Europe, a part of the populace 
of this immenſe place, is collected into one compreſſed and 
impenetrable maſs. The whole would ſuggeſt to a tyrant 
the ideas of a pavement of human heads; but I concave 
the riſque of going up in my Belloon trifling, compared 
with that of attempting to walk on the living ſurface I 
now contemplate, One hundred and fifty thouſand coun- 
tenances have all one direction; but I have reaſon to be 
anxious not to diſappoint ſuch a multitude, every one 
of which has been wedged in a painful fituation the whole 
morning. You will think me whimſical, perhaps, in 
fxing my imagination, at this time, on a public inſtitu- 
tion of any kind. The principal area which contains 
the populace, is bound:d by an extenſive and noble build- 
ing, devoted to the moſt compaſſionate and affecting of 
all the offices of benevolence, It is a retreat for the in- 
ſane, who are not judged incurable; and it is called 
Bedlam, The arrangement, extent and wholeſomeneſs 
of the apartments, the aſſiduity and care of the gover- 
nors, phyſicians and apothecaries, and the unabating li- 
beralily with which it is fupported, render it an object of 
univerſal reſpect. The figures of Phrenzy and Melancholly 
at is gate are celebrated throughout Europe, and are 
deemed barely inferior to the admired productions of 
Greek ſculpture, Which of theſe allegorical beings the 
people haye aſſigned as my patron, I have not learned. I 
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ſuppoſe they may be divided; but they agree in the pr o- 
priety of making my attempt near Bedlam, as the event, 
in their opinion, will render it neceſſary to conyey me there. 
How happy ſhould I be, if ſome kind ſpirit would inſtruct 
me, to emulate Aſtolpho“ on his flying horſe; and to ex- 
plore thoſe regions where the ſtraying wits of mortals be- 
take themſelves! But this is not a time for even benevo · 
Llent reveries; and I indulge them in any degree, to repel 
unwelcome apprehenſions. 


1 Half after One. 


4 The time fixed for my departure is elapſed; but the 
[ mM Balloon is not ſuffi-iently filled for the purpoſe, The po- 


pulace have given ſome intimaticns of impatience; and [ 
may yet be pre-judged before I make my attempt. The 
preſence of the Prince of Wales; and the obvious ſatis- 
faction with which he views the progreſs of the preparations 
may remove the ſuſpicion of deceit, and reſtrain the im- 
petuoſity of the people. The condeſcending affability 
of the Prince, and the intereſt he deigns to exprels, by re- 
peated wiſhes for the ſafety of Mr. Biggin and me, are 
pleaſing alleviations of my preſent anxiety. His Royal 
Highneſs remains near the Apparatus, without going to 
the company in the houſe, I hoſe who attend him, 
Pay their court, and I dare fay, expreſs their real ſenti- 
ments by anxieties for his ſafcty. They apprehend dan- 
gers from the apparatus and from tumults—his Royal 
. Highneſs apprehends none, for he is really better imformed, 


* Vide Ar:ofto's Orlando Furioſo, where the Engliſh Knight 
is ſaid to have mounted to the moon, to bring back the wits of 
Orlante— Query, Are not the fables of flying horſes, dragons, 
&c. preſumptions that the principle of Air Balloons is not a 


modern diſcovery ? 
alks 
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afks queſtions with more judgment, and directs his curio- 
ſity in a better manner than is ufual to perſons of his high 
rank and his early years, He ſeems, now and then to ex- 
preſs his wiſhes for our ſafety, as if not deſtitute of doubt. 
Indeed the whole company view us with a kind of regret, 
as devoted perſons, whole return is at leaſt problematical. 
This is pleaſing to us, only as it is a proof of polite huma- 
nity, We are not under the lighteſt apprehenſions of dau- 
ger, when once committed to the Balloon. I muſt own, the 
concern betrayed by the looks of my friends „though I know * 
it to be without reaſon, has a confiderable effect on me. 
Prince Caramanico, my kind patron and benefactor, is 
evidently under ſome apprehenſion ; and I ſhall remember 
my whole life this unequivocal proof of his friendſhip. 
As thoſe who intereſt themſelves in my fate, bid me adieu, 
in the moft expreſſive, though filent manner, I thus take 
my leave of you. Whatever becomes of me, I know this 
teſtimony of my reſpe&ful regard will be affectionately 
received by you. Adieu, my honoured friend. I will con- 
clude my letter on my return. 
Friday Evening, 24th September. 

I was this morning to have been preſented to the King, 
but the anxiety and fatigue I had endured, exhauſted my 
ſtrength and ſpirits, in ſuch a manner, as to occaſion 
a violent fit of ſickneſs, which confhned me to my bed, and 
deprived me of the honour and ſatisfaction I had promiſed 
myſelf on the occaſion, 

This is the firſt moment ſince my excurſion, I have 
been able to take up my pen with the probability of 
giving you an account of it; and I am — the 
poſt {hall not go out this evening wichen j.. 

A little before two o'clock on Wednelday," Mr. Big- 
gin and myſelf were * for our expedition. His 
attention 


[ FJ | 

attention was allotted to the philoſophical experiments and 
-obſervations, mine to the conduct of the Machine, and 
the uſe of the vertical oars, in depreſſing the Balloon at 
pleaſure, 

The impatience of the multitude, made it unadviſeable 
to proceed in filling the Balloon ſo. as to give it the force 
it was intended to have: The proceſs being therefore ſtop- 
„ ed, I retired for a few minutes to recollect and refreſh my - 
6 ſelf previous to my departure, when a ſervant brought mie 
1 a ſudden account that by the falling of one of the maſts 
which had been erected for the purpoſe of ſuſpending the 
1 Balloon while filling, it had received a material injury 
Which might poſſibly retard, if not prevent my voyage. 
1 F haſtened inſtantanouſly from the Armory Hcuſe, where 
N F then was, and though I was happy to find that the acci- 
. dent was prevented by giving the falling fixture an oppo- 
1 ſite direction, yet I was fo extremely ſhocked at the dau- 
ger that menaced me, and the word I had received, that I 
| did ndt poſſeſs myſelf or recover the effect of my apprehen- 
ſion during the remainder of my ſtay on the earth. The 
conſequence was, that in the confuſion of my ideas, I forgot 
to ſupply myſelf with thoſe in{truments of obſervation 
1 which had been appointed for the voyage. On ballancing 
1 the riſing force of the Balloon, it was found incapable of 
5 taking up Mr. Biggin with me, (whether he felt the moſt 
| regret in relinquiſhing his deſign, or I in being deprived of 
* his company it may be difficult to determine) but we were 
before a tribunal, where aa immediate deciſion was neceſ- 
10 fary for heſitation and delay would have been conſtrued in- 
1 N to guilt, and the diſpleaſure impending over us would have 
8 been fatal, if in one moment he had not the heroiſm to leave 
the gallery, and I the reſolution to go alone, I now de- 
40 termined on my immediate aſcenſion, being aſſured by the 
* , | _ dread 
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dread of any accident which might conſign me and my Bal- 
loon to the fury of the populace, whoſe impatience had 
wrought them up to a degree of ferment. An affecting, be- 
cauſe unpremediated teſtimony of approb ation and intereſt 
in my fate, was here given. The Prince of Wales, and the 
v hole ſurrounding aſſembly, almoſt at one inſtant, took off 
their hats, hailed my reſolution, and expreſſed the kindeſt 
and moſt cordial wiſhes for my ſafety and ſucceſs, At five 
minutes after two, the laſt gun was fired, the cords divi- + 
ded, and the Balloon roſe, the company returning my ſig- 
nals of adieu with the moſt unfeigned acclamations and ap- 
plauſes. The effect was, that of a miracle, on the multi- 
tudes which ſurrounded the place; and they paſſed from 
incredulity and menace, into the moſt extravagant expreſ- 
ſions of approbation and joy. 

At the height of twenty yards, the Balloon was a little 
depreſſed by the wind, which had a fine effect; it held 
me over the ground for a few ſeconds, and ſeemed to pauſe 
majeſtically before its departure. 

On diſcharging a part of the ballaſt, it aſcended to the 
height of two hundred yards, As a multitude lay before me 
of a hundred and fifty thouſand people, who had not ſeen 
my aſcent from the ground, I had recourſe to every ſtrata- 
gem to let them know I was in the gallery, and they liter- 
ally rent the air with their acclamations and applauſe. In 
theſe ſtratagems 1 devoted my flag, and worked with my 
oars, one of which was immediately broken, and fell from 
me, a pidgeon too eſcaped, which, with a dog, and cat, 
were the only companions of my excurſion, 

When the thermometer had fallen from 68? to 619 1 
perceived a great difference in the temperature of the air, 
I became very cold, and found it neceſſary to take a few 
glaſſes of wine, I likewiſe eat the leg of a chicken, but 
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my bread and other proviſions had been rendered uſeleſs, 


by being mixed with the ſand, which I carried as ballaſt. 


When the thermometer was at fifty, the effect of the 
atmoſphere, and the combination of circumſtances around, 


produced a calm delight, which is inexpreſſible, and which 


no ſituation on earth could give, The ſtillneſs, extent, 
and magniſicence of the fcene, rendered it highly awful. 
My horizon ſeemed a perfect circle; the terminating line 
ſeveral hundred miles in circumference. This I conjec- 
tured frogy/the view of London; the extreme points of 
which, formed an angle of only a few degrees. It was fo 
reduced on the great ſcale before me, that I can find no 
fimile to convey an idea of it. I could diſtinguiſh Saint 
Paul's and other churches, fiom the houſes, I ſaw the 
ſtreets as lines, all animated with beings, whom I knew 
to be men and women, but which I ſhould otherwiſe have 
had a difficulty in deſcribing. It was an enormous bee- 
hive, but the induſtry of it was ſuſpended. All the moving 
maſs ſeemed to have no object but myſelf, and the tran- 
ſition from the ſuſpicion, and perhaps contempt of the 
preceding hour, to the affectionate tranſport, admiration 
and glory of the preſent moment, was not without its 
effect on my mind, I recollected the puns“ on my name, 
arid was glad to find myſelf calm, I had ſoared from the 
apprehenſions and anxieties of the Artillery Ground, and 
felt as if I had left behind me all the cares and paſſions 
that moleſt mankind. 

Indeed, the whole ſcene before me filled the nin with' 
a ſublime Aube, of which I never had a CONGEPUOR: 
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In ſome of the papers, witticiſms appeared on the affinity 
of, Lunatic and Lunardi. | 
The 
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The critics imagine, for they ſeldom ſpeak from experi- 
ence, that terror is an ingredient in every ſublime ſenſa- 
tion. It was not poſſible for me to be on earth, in a ſitu- 
tion ſo free from apprehenfion. I had not the ſlighteſt 
ſenſe of motion from the Machine. I knew not whether 
it went ſwiftly or ſlowly, whether it aſcended or deſcen- 
ded, whether it was agitated or tranquil, but by the ap- 
pearance or diſappearance of objects on the earth. I moved 
to different parts of the gallery, I adjuſted the furniture, 
and apparatus, I uncorked my bottle, eat, drank, and wrote, 
juſt as in my ſtudy. The height had not the effect, which 
a much leſſer degree of it has near the earth, that of pro- 
ducing giddineſs. The broom-ſticks of the witches, 
Arioſtos's flying-horſe, and even Milton's ſun- beam, con- 
veying the angel to the earth, have all ideas of effort, 
difficulty, and reſtraint, which do not affect a voyage in 
the Balloon. 

Thus tranquil, and thus ſituated, how ſhall I deſcribe 
to you a view, ſuch as the antients ſuppoſed Jupiter to 
have of the earth; and to copy which there are no terms 
in any language. The gradual diminution of objects, 
and the maſſes of light and ſhade are intelligible in oblique 
and common proſpects. But here every thing wore a new 
appearance, and had anew effect. The face of the coun- 
try had a mild and permanent verdure, to which Italy is 
a ſtranger, The variety of cultivation, and the accuracy 
with which property is divided, give the idea, ever preſent 
to a ſtranger in England, of good civil laws and an equi- 
table adminiſtration : the rivulets meanderingg the Thames 
gliſtning with the rays of the ſun; the immenſe diſtrĩct be- 
neath me ſpotted with cities, towns, villages and houſes, 
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pouring out their inhabitants to hail my appearance : yon 
will allow me ſome merit at not having been exceedingly 
iataxicated with my ſituation. | 
To prolong the enjoyment of it, and to try the 
effect of my only oar, I kept myſelf in the ſame pa- 
rallel reſpeRing the earth, for nearly half an hour. But 
the exerciſe having fatigued, and the experiment having 
ſatisfied me, I laid afide the oar, and again had recourſe 
to my bottle; this I emptied to the health of my friends 
and benefactors iy the lower worle. All my affections 
were alive, in a manner not eaſily to be conceived ; 
and you may be aſſured that the ſentiment which ſeemed 
to me moſt cöngenial to that happy ſituation was grati- 
tude and friendſhip. I will not refer to any ſofter 
paſſion. I fat down and wrote four pages of deſultory 
obſervations, and pinning them to a napkin, committed 
them ta the mild winds of the region, to be conveyed to 
my honoured friend and patron, Prince Caramanico. 
During this buſineſs I had afcended rapidly; for, on 
hearing the report of a gun, which was fired in the 
Artillery Ground, I was induced to examine the ther- 
mometer, and found it had fallen to 329, The Bal- 
loon was ſa much inflated as to afſume the form of an 
oblong ſpheroid, the ſhorteſt diameter of which was in a 
line with me; though I had aſcended with it in the ſhape 
of an inverted coue, and wanting nearly one third of 
its full compliment of air. Having no valve, I could 
only open the neck of the Balloon; thinking it barely 
poſible that the ſtrong rarefaction might force out ſome 
of the inflapmable air. The condenſed vapour around 
«Ks neck was frozen, though I found no inconve- 
25 bob 2 8 01 1 5 nienct 
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nience from the cold, The earth, at this point, 2p 
peared like a boundleſs plain, whoſe ſurface had vie 
riegated ſhades, but on which no _ could be ac- 
3 diſtinguiſhed. 


I then had recourſe to the utmoſt uſe of my ſingle bar: 
by hard and perſevering labour I brought myſelf within 
three hundred yardsof the earth; and moving hotizontally, 
- ſpoke through my trumpet to ſome touritty people, from 
whom I heard a confuſed noife in reply. 

At half after three o'cleck, I defcended in a corn field; 
on the common of North Mimms, where I landed the 
cat S. The poor animal had been ſenſibly affected by the 
cold, during the greateſt part of the voyage. Here F might 
have terminated my excurſion with fatisfaftion and ho- 
nour to myſelf; for though I was not deftitute of ambition, 
to be the firſt to aſcend the Engliſh atmoſphere, my preat 
object was to aſcertain the effect of oars, acting verti- 
cally. on the air. I had loſt one of my oars ; but by the 
uſe of the other I had brought myſelf down, and was per- 
fectly convinced my invention would anſwer. This, 
though a ſingle, was an important object, and my fatisfac= 
tion was very great in having proved its utility. The 
fatigues and anxiety I had endured, might have induced 
me to be content with what I had done, and the people 
about me were very ready to aſſiſt at my diſembarkation; 5 
but my affections were afloat, and in uniſon with the 
whole * whoſe tranſport and admiration. feemied 
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boundleſs, I bid them therefore keep clear, and I would 
gratify them by aſcending directly in their view. 

My general courſe to this place, was ſomething more 
than one point to the weſtward of the north. A gentle» 
man on horſeback approached me, but I could not ſpeak 
to him, being intent on my re- aſcenſion, which I effect- 
ed, after moving horizontally about forty yards. As I 
aſcended, one of the balluſtrades of the gallery gave 
way; but the circumſtance excited no apprehenſion of 
danger, I threw out the remainder of my ballaſt and 
proviſions, and again reſumed my pen. My aſcenſion was 
ſo rapid, that before I had written half a page, the ther- 
mometer had fallen to 292 The drops of water that 
adhered to the neck of the balloon were become like 
chryſtals. At this point of elevation, which was the 
higheſt I attained, I finiſhed my letter, and faſtening it 


with a cork-ſcrew to my handkerchief, threw it down, 


I likewiſe threw down the plates, knives and forks, the 
little ſand that remained, and an empty bottle, which 
took ſome time in diſappearing. I now wrote the laſt of 
my diſpatches from the clouds, which I fixed to a leathern 
belt, and ſent towards the earth. It was viſible to me 
on its paſſage, for ſeveral minutes; but I was myſelf in- 
ſenſible of motion from the Machine itſelf, during the 
whole voyage. The earth appeared as before, like an ex. 
tenſive plain, with the ſame variagated ſurface ; but the 
objects rather leſs. diſtinguiſhable. The clouds to the 
eaſtward rolled beneath me, in maſſes immenſely larger 
than the waves of the ocean. I therefore did not miſtake 
them for the ſea. Contraſted with the effects of the ſun 
on the earth and water beneath, they gave a grandeur to 
the whole ſcene which no fancy can deſcribe, I again bs 
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took myſelf to my oar, in order to deſcend; and by the 
hard labour of fiſtceen or twenty minutes I accompliſhed 
my deſign, when my ſtrength was nearly exhauſted. My 
principal care was to avoid a violent concuſſion at land- 

ing, and in this my good fortune was my friend. | 
At twenty minutes paſt four I deſcended in a ſpatiouw 
meadow, in the pariſh of Stondon, near Ware, in Hert- 
fordſhire, Some labourers were at work in it. I requeſt= 
ed their aſſiſtance; they exclaimed, they would have no- 
thing io do with one who came in the Devil's houſe, or 
on the Devil's horſe (I could not diſtinguiſh which of 
the phraſes they uſed) and no intreaties could prevail on 
them to approach me, I at laſt owed my deliverance ts 
the ſpitit and generoſity of a female. A young woman, 
who was likewiſe in the field, took hold of a cord which I 
had thrown out, and calling to the men, they even denied 
that aſſiſtance to her requeſt which they had refuſed to 
mine. A croud of people from the neighbourhood ſoon af- 
ſembled, who very obligingly aſſiſted me to diſembark, 
General Smith was the farſt gentleman who overtook me 
Jam much indebted to his politeneſs —he kindly aſſiſted in 
ſecuring the Balloon, having followed me on horſeback 
from London; as did ſeveral other gentlemen, amongſt 
whom were Mr. Crane, Capt, Connor, and Mr. Wright, 
The inflammable air was let out by an inciſion, and pro- 
duced a moſt offenſive ſtench, which is ſaid to have affe&= 
ed the atmoſphere of the neighbourhood. The apparatus 
was committed to the care of Mr, Hollingſworth, who ob- 
ligingly offered his ſervice. I then proceeded with General 
Smith, and ſeveral other gentlemen to the Bull Inn at 
Ware, On my arrival, I had the honour to be introduced 
to William Baker, Eſq. Member for Hertford in the laſt 
parliament, 


+ &, 


parliament. This gentleman conducted me to his Cat at 
Bayford Bury, and entertained me with a kind of hofpi- 
tality and politenefs, which I ſhall ever remember with 
gratitude ; and which has impreſſed on my mind a proper 
idea of that frank liberality and fincere beneficence, 
which are the characteriſtics of Engliſh Gentlemen. 
4 The general courſe of the ſecond part of my voyage, 
| £m by which 1 was led into Hertfordſhire, was three points 
5 to the eaſtward of the north from the Artillery Ground, 
1 2 and about four points to the eaſtward of the north. from 
[ the place where I firſt deſcended. 
This is the general account of my excurſion. | ſhalt 
take a few days to recover my ſtrength, and whatever par- 
ticulars occur to me I ſhall ſend you. 


. 
| } | 'Iam, with great regard, 


os Your much obliged, 


- 


: F Wy And humble ſervant, 


aden, Sept. 24, 1784. VINCENT LUNARDY. 
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LETTER Fi. 


My Dear FriewD, 


Should, at this time, have as much difficulty in de- 

ſcribing the effect of my ſucceſs, on the whole Eng- 
liſh nation, as I had in conveying to you an idea of the 
apprehenſion and diſtreſs I felt, left any untoward circum, 
ances ſhould prevent or defeat my undertaking, 

The intercii which the ſpectators took in my voyage 
was fo great, that the things I threw down were divided 
and preſerved, as our people would relicks of the moſt cele- 
brated ſaints. And a gentlewoman, miſtaking the oar for 

my perſon, was ſo atteQed with my ſuppoſed deſtruction, 
that ſhe died in a ſc days, This circumſtance being men- 
tioned on Saturday, when I had the honour of dining with 
the Judges, Lord Mayor, Recorder and Sheriffs of London, 
{ was very politely requeſted by one of the Judges, not 
to be concerned at the involuntary Joſs I had occaſioned ; 
that 1 had certainly ſaved the life of a young man who 
might poſſibly be reformed, and be to the public a com- 
penſation for the death of the lady. For the jury at the 
Old Bayly was deliberating on the fate of a criminal 
whom after the utmoſt allowance for ſome favourable cir- 
cumſtances, they muſt have condemned, when the Balloon 
appeared, and a general inattention nd confuſion enſued. 
The jury was perplexed with conſiderations on the caſe, 
which their curioſity would not ſuffer them to weigh, and 
being under a neceſſity to determine before they departed, 
they took the favourable fide, and acquitted the criminal 
immediately: on which the court was adjourned to in- 
dulge itſelf in obſerving fo novel a ſpectacle. 
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I mention theſe things as they may prepare you for the 
reception I was honoured with on my return to London, 
No voyager from the moſt intereſting and extenſive diſco- 
veries; no conqueror from the moſt important victories, 
was ever enquired for with more ſolicitude, or welcomed 
with greater joy. The houſe of Prince Caramanico, had 
been beſieged by multitudes early and late to have ſome 
account of my fafcty, or to applaud my return, 

You may ſuppoſe when I came to town, I haſtened to 
Prince Caramanico, who received me with every mark of 
affection and condeſcending friendſhip, 

Here circumſtances of gratulation and joy crouded on 
me every hour, I was flattered by learning that while J 
hovered over London, his Majeſty was in conference with 


dis principal miniſters. On being informed that I was 


paſſing, the King ſaid, + We may reſume our deliberations 


on the ſubject before us at pleaſure, but we may never 


© ſee poor Lunardi again.“ The conference broke up, and 
his Majefty attended by Mr, Pitt and other great officers 
of ſtate, viewed me through teleſcopes while I remained 
in their horizon. 

I had received inſults which I thought cruel by perſons 
whoſe houſes over-looked the ground, who erected ſcat- 


folds and let out their rooms, fo as to deprive me of a 


chance of having my expences defrayed, I was no ſooner 


returned, but ſome of theſe people haſtened to attone for 
their miſ-apprehenſions of me. They had conſidered and 


treated me as an impoſtor. My aſcenſion, as a charm, 
diſſipated their ill opinion, and gave them an enthuſiaſm 
in my favour. I am offered the houſes and ſcaffoldings 
for my own uſe, if I chuſe to exhibit again, Theſe 

things 
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things ſhew the importance of ſucceſs in all undertakings 


which are not thoroughly underſtood by the multitude, | I 
am introduced, not only into private families, but into pubs 
lic inſtitutions with the moſt advantageous and flattering 
diſtinctions. The civilities of the Lord Mayor, the Judges, 
and other Magiſtrates, led me into the Courts of Law; 
and though I had made them objects of curioſity, I had 
never attended trials in circumſtances ſo favourable to in- 
formation, Every precaution which the wiſdom of man 
can deviſe, ſeems to be taken here, to adminiſter equal 
Juſtice between all contending parties, The Judges are 
appointed by the King; but rendered independent by an 
ample proviſion for their ſupport, and by the tenure of 
their places, for life, But the peculiar happineſs of 
Engliſh juriſprudence, is the appointment of juries from 
the neighbourhood of every offender to adjudge his parti. 
cular caſe, The hint is taken from the appointment of 
judges in the courts of the Prætots, in the Roman re- 
public: but thoſe judges were choſen wholly from the ci- 
tizens of Rome, In England every diſpute is decided by 
the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, who are obliged to 
attend the partizs to the aſſizes, becauſe they alone are ca- 
pable of determining the nature of their actions, from a 
knowledge of their citcumſtances and characters. It is 
extraordinary, that Rome, Who gave the firſt hints of 
this admirable mode of trial, ſhould be inſenſible to its 
advantages, and perhaps ignorant of its exiſtence. 

My fame has not been ſparingly diffuſed by the news- 
papers, which in England are the barometers of public 
opinion ; often erroneous, as other inſtruments are, in their 
particular informations, but yielding the beſt that can be 
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obtained, Tou will imagine the importance cf theſe ve- 
hicles of knowledge, when you learn, that in London alone, 
there are printed no leſs than a hundred and fixty thouſand 
papers weekly, which by a ſtamp on each paper, and a 
duty on advertiſements, bring into the treaſury of the na- 
tion upwards of eighty thouſand pounds a year, I hey 
are to the Engliſh conſtitution, what the cenſors were to 
that of ancient Rome, Minifters of ſtate are checked 
and kept in awe by them; and they freely, and often 
judiciouſly, expoſe the pretenſions of thoſe who would 
harraſs government, meerly to be taken into its ſervice, 
But the principal reaſon of their extenſive circulation 
is, the information and entertainment they afford an opu- 


-Jent people, who have leiſure and inclination to intereſt 


themſelves in all public occurrences. On this account, 

the conductors of news- papers ſeize every opportunity of 
conveying the earlieſt information of all the events that 

take place in the kingdom, and though they muſt be often 

miſtaken, yet the dexterity with which they trace all 

ſources of Intelligence is ſuch, that they are generally 

right. 

I have reaſon to thank the managers of all the papers, for 

their candour and partiality to me. I ſend you an account 

from one of them, written and publiſhed within a few hours 

after my deſcent, founded only on immediate obſervationꝰ 
and conjecture, You will, thereby, form your opinion, 

of the attention and induſtry employed in theſe prints, 

on all fimilar, and indeed on all intereſting occafions, and 

you may amuſe yourſe]f by com paring their conjectures 


with facts. 
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MORNING POST, 
Thurſday, September 16th, 1784. 


LUNARDI's AERIAL EXCURSION. 


To combat the prejudices of a nation, and the in- 
credulity of mankind, eſpecially when deterred by exam 
ples of reſentment in conſequence of deception or miſ- 
fortune; when awed by the danger incurred in experi- 
ment, and the uncertainty of ſucceſs in the project, muſt 
certainly require the greateſt effort of human reſolution, 
Whilſt we are recollecting the occaſion, which collected 
one-tenth of the inhabitants of the metropolis within the 
optical powers of an individual, we cannot help indulging 
ourſelves in theſe eccentric reflections, The atrial voy- 
age which has long been propoſed by Mr. Lunardi, was 
appointed for yeſterday, and perhaps the Engliſh nation 
never witneſſed upon any occaſion whatever, ſuch a num- 
ber of perſons collected together, and ſo /z/iily diſplayed as 
were to be ſeen in the environs of Moorhelds ; not a plain, 
or an eminence, a window or a roof, a chimney or a ſtee- 
ple, within the view of Bedlam, but were prodigiouſly 
thronged——About half paſt one o'clock, the Prince of 
Wales arrived in the Artillery Ground, and after receiving 
the ſalutations of the Gentlemen of the Artillery, though 
not d la militaire but en obeiſſance cap-da-pie, his Royal 
Highneſs having expreſſed a wiſh to diſpenſe with military 
attentions ; he viewed the apparatus of the Balloon and re- 
tired to the Armory Houſe, which was occupied by per- 
ſons who had liberally paid the adventurer for their 
G 2 admiſſion 


[ 4 1] 
admiſſion z we were ſorry indeed to obſerve that ſuch 
general advantages had been taken by the neighbour- 
hood, of farming their windows, and for benefits 
which were due only to the novelty and ſpirit of the en- 
terprize. About a quarter before two o'clock the Balloon 
was ſufficiently filled and cloſed, and the gallery and other 
apparatus prepared to be ſuſpended; but on Mr, Lunardi, 
and his intended companion, whom we underſtand to be 
| Mr, Biggin, a young gentleman of fortune and enter- 
1 prize, having taken their ſituations, and finding that the 
1 Machine was unequal to their weight, it was determined 
. that Mr. Lunardi ſhould aſcend alone. A cannon having 
Wit been fired as a preparotary ſignal, Mr. Lunardi having 
"6 embraced his friends, and all matters being adjuſted, a 
. Me ſecond cannon was fired as the fignal of aſcenſion. In- 
1 ſenfible muſt that heart be which did not feel itſelf anxi- 
| ous and intereſted at that moment for the fate of him, who 
intrepidly ſtepped into his ſeat, and, Phezton-like, ſeized 
the reins which were to guide the Chariot of the Sun, 
| About five minutes after two o'clock, the Machine was 
| v launched ; and as if dreading tlie courſe it had to run, and 
| unwilling to proceed, after having mounted about twelve 
yards, it reclined to its native earth; but rouſed by am- 
bition, and the ſpirit of philoſophical 8 Mr. Lu- 
nardi rebuked its fear, and gave its ſwiftneſs to its airy 
flight. He took his ſeat in the gallery with great eom- 
poſure and confidence on the Balloon's being launched; 
but finding himſelf too equally poized, he readily diſchar- 
ged part of his ballaſt, which conſiſted of ſmall bags of 
white dry ſand, and by that means relieved his weight, 
and cauſed a regular and moft beautiful aſcenſion. After 
he had cleared the buildings, ſubje& to the direction of 
the 
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the eaſterly wind, he ſaluted the populace with great ele- 
gance and gallantry, by waving a blue flag, which he had 
taken for that purpoſe, and ſeemingly bidding them a friendly 
adieu. The gallery was formed of an upright four- feet 
ſquare, and netted with a ſtrong cord, about breaſt high, 
but quite open at the top. After this ſalutation, for the 
ſpace of five minutes he dropt his flag with an air of ſecu- 
rity, and having ſeated himſelf, took to his oars; but as we 
ſince learn, finding they compreſſed the wind too much, he 
diſengaged one, which was taken up about Smithfield; 
at thattime his friends were alarmed for the conſequence, 
Steering at this moment due weſt, he ſuddenly tacked to- 
wards the north, and with little variations, aecording to 
the altitude he obtained, till he ſeemed by degrees to eſtab- 
liſh that direction, his progreſs ſeemed exceedingly eleya- 
ted and ſwift, although the Balloon appeared under maſ- 
terly management; we viewed this object, nevertheleſs, 
diſtinctly for one hour and twenty minutes, with a mixture 
of anxiety and delight, not unallayed, however, by a 
friendly dread for the ultimate effect, until we were this 
moment relieved by the following intelligence from very 
good authority, viz. That Mr. Lunardi lowered himſelf 
towards the earth near Barnet, but not approving the ſitu- 
ation, and finding he had the command of his machine, he 
diſcharged a part of his ballaſt, and purſued his courſe 
until he arrived over Collier's-hill, five miles beyond 
Ware in Hertfordſhire, at twenty-five minutes paſt four 
o'clock; there he alighted, and was received by the neigh- 
bourhood with teſtimonies of admiration; he afterwards 
returned to town, where no doubt, his friends, and every 
true lover of courage and merit will receive him with 
friendſhip and reſpect, His companions in this adven- 
trous 
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trous royage were a dog and cat, the latter was deſtroyed, 
and the dog was almoſt ſpent by the ſeverity of cli- 
mates thro* which they paſſed. Mr, Lunardi himſelf was, 
of courſe, affected by the change of elements, as may be 
readily conceived by thoſe who are told, that Icicles were 
hanging on his cloaths, 

Such were the incidents of yeſterday, and we heart. ly 
wiſh that the eſfects may be valuable to the projector; every 
Engliſhman:ſhould feel an emulation to reward him; for 
uncertain as the good to be derived from ſuch an excurſion 
may be thought, yet it becomes the nobleneſs of our na- 
ture to encourage them. Diſcoveries beyond the reach of 
human comprehenſion at preſent, may by perſeverance be 
accompliſhed. Emulation and induſtry are a debt which 
is due to poſterity, and he who ſhrinks from innovation is 
not his country's friend, Encouragement is the ſpur to 
emulation, and emulation the parent frequently of excel- 
tence; let Mr. Lunardi therefore be reſcued by a g2nerous 
public out of the hands of a Villain, who has emphatically 
been-deſcribed, as being induſtrious only in matters where- 
in honeſt men would be aſhamed, but to whom Mr. 
Lunardi has been a dupe in this undertaking, and injured 
inſtead- of being benefited by the danger he has encoun- 
tered, | 


— ——— — =" * 


On the Sunday immediately after my return, I had the 
honor of waiting on Sir James Wright, who had been 
politely ſolicitous to give me teſtimonies of his approbation. 
He had the goodneſs to repreſent to his Majeſty that I 
withed to lay an account of my voyage at his Majeſty's feet; 
who appointed Friday for my attendance at St. James's. | 

On 
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On Wedneſday Sir James Wright took me to court, 
The drawing-room very cruuded, it being the Anni- 
verſaty of the King's Coronation, I was ſurrounded by 
miniſters of ſtate, and nobility, when the Prince of 
Wales entered the drawing- room; my perſon was pointed 
out to him by one of the ſecretaries of ſtate, on which he ſaid 
in the lively and familiar manner which is peculiar to him, 
* 0 Mr. Lunardi, I am very glad to fee you alive,” Ag a 
proof of the attention of this amiable prince, I muſt let 
you know he did me the honour to ſend his Equerry to ſay, 
he obſerved at my aſcenſion, I had not a watch deſcribing 
ſeconds of time, as I was under the neceſſity of borrowing 
one fiom Mr. Aubert, who has ſince honoured me with his 
friendly attention, and that his Royal Highueſs had ordered 
his watch-maker to take my directions for ſuch a one as 
might be uſeful to me another time. On mentioning this 
circumſtance to Prince Caramanico, he immediately faid, 
I might want ſuch a watch before that which was ordered 
by the Prince of Wales could be ready; and taking out his 
own, prefented itto mein the kindeſt manner imaginable, 

1] he rumour that I had ſunk a conſiderable ſum of mo- 
ney by the adventure was ſoon circulated, and ſubſcripe 
tions have been opened in ſeveral parts of London for my ad- 
vantage; with what effect I muſt not yet preſume to 
judge. | | 

But you will wonder, perhaps, I ſhould think it ne- 
ceſſary on this occaſion to become an author. Spurious ace 
counts, and miſrepreſentations of my excurſion, have been 
publiſhed by bookſellers of ſome conſideration here, They 
have been reprehended freely and perhaps ſeverely by my 
publiſher; who is very warm and zealous for my intereſt; _ 
and who ſuggeſted to me the plan of reviſing and publiſhing 
my letters to you, as neceſſary to the reputation of my un- 

dertaking; 
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dertaking; and likely to be conducive to my advantage, 
He is a man of ſpirit and judgment in his profeſſion, whoſe 
name is already familiar to you and all the world, by his 
compleat and beautiful edition of the Engliſh poets, I 
have yielded to his advice, and entertain the fulleſt confi- 
dence that under his direction my enterprize will not be 
diſhononred. He is now ſoliciting the attention of the 
public to. a new edition of Shakſpere's works, which, 
by the elegance of the ſpecimen he has produced, promiſes 
to render an author, whoſe genius is here deemed only 
ſhort of inſpiration, celebrated in all parts of the world, 


not excepting thoſe where his native language is not un- 


derſtood. Permit me, as a mark of my gratitude to him, to 
recommend that work, in its infant ſtate, to your protection 
and encouragement. I have taken the liberty of entering 
your name as a ſubſcriber, and hope ſoon to have the 
pleaſure of adding many more by your means. 

Moſt of my time is now taken up with the exhibition of 
the Balloon, and indeed of myſelf, for the principal curio- 
ſity is to ſee me, at the Pantheon, which is one of the largeſt 
and moſt ſplendid rooms in Europe, It is difficult to ima- 
gine any thing more pleaſing than the ſolicitude which mul. 
titudes of beautiful women expreſs concerning dangers that 
are paſt; and the heroiſm of others who wiſh to accompany 
me in my ſecond tour, I receive the compliments and 
eongratulations of two or three thouſand perſons in a day. 
You muſt not wonder if I conceive an opinion of my own 
conſequence and become vain. I have been made an ho- 
norary member of the Artillery Company, in whoſe uni- 
form I accompanied Sir James Wright this morning, 
to lay before his Majeſty a ſhort account of my Excurſion, 

I was received in the moſt gracious manner. The 
King took my account; and talked to me on the ſubject 
of my aſcenſion, Live 


[49 ] 
I have led you, my dear friend, through my apprehens 
ſions, difficulties and anxieties, to the completion of al- 
moſt all my wiſhes reſpecting the firſt attempt I made td 
place myſelf on the records of fame. 

It has been no ſmall aſſiſtance to me that I have ever 
wiſhed not to diſhonour your care, advice and friendſhips 
and it heightens every gratification that I can always ſub- 
join, , 


I am, your fincere and affectionate friend, 
VINCENT LUNARDI. 


* 


— 
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1 wrote three letters, while on my excurſion in the at- 
insſphere, and I had ſeveral inducements to employ myſelf in 
that manner. It proved the aftonifſhing evenneſs and fmooth-" 
neſs of the motion; and, by throwing dawn any information of 
iny/elf, there was a chance of its falling into the hands of my 
friends, and relieving their anxiety concerning my ſafety, and 
the flate of my ſpirits and mind. 

The following is the ſub/lance of my ſecond letter, which was 
very obligingly conveyed to me by — Cf- 
maijor, Eſq; who found it, not very far from the mile 
lone on Nor thaw Common, while ont a ſhooting, and I now 
inſert it in this account as an additional proof of the falicity peed 
which ¶ performed the whale voyage. 


ADD. KM E:S.4:0.0 
To any perſon ot perſons who may take up this letter. 
My Dear Friend or Friends. 
E anxiety which my acquaintance ſhewed at my 
departure, makes it neceſſary to aſſure them, that 


my ſituation is, at this moment, the happieſt of my life, 
H The 
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The relief of my mind, and the accompliſhment of my 
purpoſe, which I now ſee is practicable in all reſpects, concur 
with the temperature of the air, and the magnificence of 
proſpect, to ſooth and gratify my mind with the higheſt 
delight, The thermometer is at 50 ; and I will keep 
myſelf in this ſtation till three o'clock, I ſhall then aſcend 
higher, to try the effect of a different aerial climate, as 
well as to put my oar to a fair trial. 

I beg the perſon or perſons who may take up this letter, 
to obſerve. of the time and place, and to convey either 
the letter or the contents of it to my kind friend and pa- 
tron, Prince Caramanico, No. 56, in New Bond Street; 
to Sir Joſeph Banks, Soho-Square, or to Doctor For- 
dyce, Eflex-Street, to whom I bave many and great obli- 
gations; and who may have the goodneſs to be concerned, 
if they ſhould not ſoon learn 1 am chearful and well, 

I am particularly anxious, that the earlieſt information 
of me ſhould be given to George Biggin, Eſq. Eſſex- 


Street, the loſs of whoſe company is the only abatement 


of my preſent joy; but I hope for that pleaſure another 
time. | . 

My deſire to convey ſome news of me is from an opi- 
nion, that my deſcent may not be effected immediately, 
or within the diſtance of forty or fifty miles. In that 
caſe I might not be able to convey them any letter or 
meſſage in time to ſave them uneaſineſs on my account, 
It is now exactly three o'clock, the air has a mildneſs and 
ſweetneſs I never experienced, and the view before. me is 
heavenly. Happy England! I ſee reaſons to hail thy 


peculiar felicity ! | 
_— 
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7 VINCENT LUNARDI, EI. 


SIR, 


1 Send you this by my ſervant, that I may learn from 
yourſelf what I am extremely anxious to hear, that 
your health has not ſuffered by your late fatigues, that 
your Balloon arrived in London without injury, and at 
the ſame time to acquaint you with the further ſteps I have 
taken in your buſineſs. 

Yeſterday morning I made to the very ſpot where your 
Balloon in its paſſage touched the ground, and where your 
cat was landed, and with the affiſtance of ſeveral people 
who were witneſſes, particularly of a perſon whom you 
may recollect to have been near the Balloon at the time 
on horſeback, and of the very girl who picked up the cat, 
have aſcertained the place with a ſufficient preciſion. 
They pointed out the part alſo where your grapple drag- 
ged, and mentioned ſome other circumſtances, the moſt 
of which I propoſe to collect into a formal depoſition, 
and ſhall attend them again to-day to obtain their more 
ſolemn confirmation of the facts. 

Yeſterday, at my requeſt, five of the harveſt-men, 
mentioned in the depoſition of Elizabeth Brett (which 
you have with you) attended me here, and have in the 
fame formal mode depoſed to the time, manner, and place 
of your laſt deſcent, and to the fact of their coming to 
the aſſiſtance of Elizabeth Brett, as ſtated by her. This 
depoſition ſhall accompany the other, which I am to take 


H 2 to-day, 


117 
to-day, and you will make ſuch uſe of them as you may 
find neceſſary, I cannot, however, avoid ſay ing, that 
admitation and aſtoniſhment ſeem fo thoroughly to have 
taken poſſeſſion of all ranks of pecple, inſtead of that 
incredulity which your friend, Mr, Sheldon, apprehended, 
that theſe ſupplemental proofs are hardly required. If 
finally they ſhould, however, be thought requiſite, it 
will give me particular pleaſure in haviag procured them. 
48 Whatever you may be adviſed by your Friends in London 
_— to give to the public, will, I have no doubt, be well con- 
. l 102 ſidered. It cannot be detailed in terms too plain and ſim- 
1 ple. You muſt be ſenſible that the „agen de parler here 
W's, and in France are extremely different, and that truth has 
1 neyer received adyantage from unneceſſary ornament, 
„ Vou will recollect too, that the account will be read by 
„ thouſands, who were not witneſſes of the facts. You 
ki will make ſuch uſe of the ſubjoined memorandum as you 
think neceſſary. 

' Your general courſe from the ſpot of your departure, 
„ in the Artillery Ground, to that of your firſt deſcent, 
| . was ſomething more than one point on the compaſs to the 
B08 weſtward of the north, and the general courſe of your 
; Hoo ſecond voyage was three points on the compaſs to the 
. AR eaſtward of the north from the place of your ficit depar- 
1 ture, or ſomething more than four points on the compaſs 
1 to the eaſtward of the north from the place af your firſt 
N deſcent ; obſerve, I ſpeak of your general courſe, with a 
3 reference to the beſt maps which I have by me. What 
1 deviations or traverſes you might make from time to time 
in both voyages, as you certainly muſt have made manv, 
a you will beſt judge. As a proof of this, you will recol- 
| Jeck that the field in which the laſt letter with the belt 
N | annexed 
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annexed was ſound, lies about one mile and a half to the 
eaſtward, bearing a point to the ſouth of the ſpot where 
you finally landed; if, therefore, the belt and letter 
dropped in any thing like a perpendicular direction, the 
courſe you took after the dropping of this letter muſt 
have been weſt with a point to the north. I mention this 
by the bye for your conſideration. 

With reſpect to the identical ſpots on which you made 
the two deſcents, you may wiſh to know the literal fact. 

That where you made your firſt deſcent, that is, where 
your gallery came to the ground, and where, or near to 
which, you put out the cat, is a large ploughed field, be- 
longing to John Hunter, Eſq. of Gubbins, in the coun» 
ty of Hertford, The field itſelf is part of the lately 
incloſed common of North Mimms, in the manor of 
the Duke of Leeds. The field is about half a mile to 
the eaſtward of the ſixteen-mile ſtone, on the road lead- 
ing from London to Hatfield, and adjoining to the road 
leading from the ſaid turnpike-road, to Northaw on the 
left. The particular ſpot in the field is on the eaſt ſide, 
very near, to the boundary line between the manors of 
Norchaw and North Mimms, For the preſent a common 
hedge-ſtake only marks the ſpot, but with your leave and 
the permiſſion of Mr. Hunter, | propoſe to erect a ſtone 
there, with a ſuitable inſcription to record the fact; as I 
ſhall likewiſe do on the ſpot of your laſt deſcent, if, as I 
have no doubt, I can obtain permiſſion of the proprietor, 
It is remarkable that the field where you made your firſt 
deſcent is called Etna, from the circumſtance which attend- 
ed the late incioſure of a large quantity of roots, rubbiſh, 
&c. having been collected there, and having continued 


burning for many day. The common people having 
«ha heard 


14 1 

keard of a burning mountain in Scicily, gave the field that - 
name. You hardly conceived, - when you dropped, that 
you was fo near to any thing that had connexion with 
Naples. | | | 
The place of your final deſcent is imperfealy deſcribed 
in Elizabeth Brett's depofition, but is in fact as there 
ſtated, in the pariſh of Stondpn, about half a mile to the 
northward of the twenty-four mile ſtone, on the road 
that leads from London to Cambridge, through Ware 
"Fam and Puckeredge. 

95 of If you wiſh to have any further converſation with me, 
1 on theſe matters, I can come to London conveniently 
3 po! after Wedneſday next; and will attend you with pleaſure 
. 

5 The incloſed ſcraps of paper were found in the field 
where you firſt deſcended, near the part where your grap- 
ple took up the corn. Whether you threw them from 
the Balloon you will reeollect. 

ek I have no_tidings. of the two firſt letters—probably 
ls! to-day I may hear ſomething of them, as I ſhall meet 
by many perſons aſſembled from different party of the 
dont 

1 Adieu, 


1 Moſt ſincerely your's, 
age AY | | W. B A K E R. 
| a ; j, Barford, near Hertford, September 18, 1784. 


* 
U. 
2 1 4 
1 . $4 
2 4 * 
e 
{+ Wil 
* * 'L bl CY 
= . [ol — ' 
o + 5 19 of © 
) 711/98 
Mm 
* I : * By w h 
7. 1 e 
. 
1 
*. 7 


Ws _ 4 4 3 - * "- 
0m + "ES... % - Ay 
I. ? - "EE 
N . — 2 
— * - PSs. &s 
* - AE.” ” 
20 2 — 


by 

\ 3 

1. 

Ta \ 
\ ; 

* N 
Won. 
Fl 
7 * $3) 

T4 : 
A 82 

1 

4 * 

vi 

. 

| 1 1 
© 4 

. . 

A7 q 


59. 


DEP OS IT. ION. 

The voluntary declaration and depoſtrion on oath, of 
NaTHANtEL * WHITBREAD'of Stanley Bar, farmer, in 
the . pariſh of North . in eee. nung 


Veoman. | 3 


THIS Deponent, on his 1 faith, chat being on 
Wedneſday the 15th day of September inſtant, between | 
the hours of three and four | in the afternoon, in a certain 
field called Etna, in the pariſh of North Mimms aforeſaid, 
he perceived a large Machine failing in the air, dear 
the place where he was on horſeback ; that the Ma- 
chine continuing to approach the earth, the part of it in 
which this Deponent perceived a gentleman ſtanding, came 
to the,ground, and drogged 2 ſhort way on the ground 
in a ſlanting direction; that the time when the Machine 
thus touched the 755 was, as near as this Deponent 
could judge, about a quarter before four in the afternoon, 
That this Deponent being on horſeback, and his horſe 
reſtive, he could not approach nearer to the Machine chan 
about four poles, but that he could plainly perceive therein 
a gentleman dreſſed in light coloured cloaths, bolding in 
his hand a trumpet, which had the appearance of ſilver or 
bright Tin. That by this time ſeveral harveſt men coming 
vp from the other part of the field, to the number of 
twelve men and thirteen women, this Deponent called 
to them to endeavour to ſtop the Machine, which the 
men attempted, but the gentleman in the Machine defiring 
them to deſiſt, and the Machine moving with conſiderable 
rapidity, and clearing the earth, went off in a North 
direction, and continued in fight at a very great height 
for near an hour afterwards. And this Deponent fur- 


ther ſaith, that the part of the Machine in which the gen- 
tleman 
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( 56] 
tleman flood, did not actually touch the ground for more 
than half a minute, during which time the gentleman 
threw out a parcel of what appeared to this deponent as' 
dry ſand. That after the Machine had aſcended again 
from the earth, this Deponent perceived a grapple with 
four hooks, which hung from the bottom of the Machine, 
dragging along the ground, which carried up with it inte 
the air a ſmall parcel of looſe oats, which the women 
were raking in the field. And this Deponent further on 
his oath ſaith, that when the Machine had riſen clear 
from the ground about twenty yards, the gentleman ſpoke 
to this deponent and the reft of the people with his trum- 
pet, wiſhing them good bye, and ſaying that he ſhould 

ſoon go out of ſight. Ard this deponent further on his 

oath faith, that the Machine in which the gentleman 

came down to the earth, appeared to conſiſt of two diſtinct 

parts connected together by ropes, namely, that in which 

the gentleman appeared to be, a ſtage boarded at the bot- 

tom, and covered with netting and ropes on the ſides, 

about four feet and a half high, and the other part of the 
Machine appeared in the ſhape of an urn, about thirty feet 
high, and of the ſame diameter, made of canvaſs, like oil 
ſkin, with green, red, and yellow ſtripes, 


NATHANIEL WHITBREAD. 


Sworn before me this twentieth 
day of September, 1784. 
WILLIAM BAKER. 


19 
The voluntary declaration and depoſitions on eath;, 6f 
WILLIAM HarPeR, of the Pariſh of Hatfield, in the 


county of Hertford; Labourer, and of MARY BuTTER- 
FIELD, of the Pariſh of North Mimms, in the mY of 


Hertford, Spinſter. 

THIS Deponent William Harper, on his oath, faith, 
that as he was mowing oats in a certain field, called Etna, 
in the Pariſh of North Mimms, in the County of Hertford, 
on Wedneſday the 15th of this inſtant September, be- 
tween three and four o'clock in the afternoon, in com- 
pany with Thomas Blackwell, Thomas Moore, John 
Richardſon, and ſeveral others, he perceived a large Ma- 
chine hovering in the air, and gradually approaching the 
ground, near the boundary line of the Manors of Northaw 
and North Mimms ; that on his approaching the Machine, 
in company of the perſons aforementioned, the Machine 
which had then paſſed the ſaid boundary line, touched the 
earth in the ſaid field, called Etna. And this Deponent 
being then at the diſtance of four or five poles from the 
ſame, plainly perceived a'gentleman in the lower part of 
the ſaid Machine, dreſſed in light coloured cloaths, and 
a cocked up hat, who, on the Machine touching the 
ground, threw out a parcel of duſt, or white ſand ; that 
immed.ately the Machine mounted again into the air, and 
went off in a North direction, that while the Machine 
continued touching the ground, Mr. Nathaniel Whit- 
bread, who was likewiſe preſent on horſeback, deſired 
this Deponent, and the reſt who were preſent, to ſtop the 
ſaid Machine, which ſome of them, and in particular 


Thomas Blackwell _ to do, but the gentleman 
deſiring 
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18 J 
deſiring them not to ſtop the Machine; they deſiſted. 
And this Deponent Mary Butterfield, on her oath, ſaith, 
that ſhe was raking oats in the ſaid field called Etna, on 


Wedneſday the 15th of September, inſtant, between three 


and four o clock in the afternoon, in company with Mary 
Crawley, Sarah Day, and others, and perceived a large Ma- 
chine hovering over Northaw Common, and approaching 
the earth in the field where this Deponent was at work, 


which at length it touched in the ſaid field called Etna, 


and during the time that it ſo touched the ground, a kitten 
which was in the lower part of the ſaid Machine, came 
out on the field, which this Deponent picked up, and foon 


afterwards ſold to a gentleman who came up'to the hedge 
fide, enquiring after the Machine, which he called an Air 


Balloon. That this Deponent plainly perceived a gen- 


tleman in the lower part of the Machine, dreſſed in light 


coloured cloaths, who, on the Machine aſcending again, 


ſpoke through his trumpet, and wiſhed them good bye. 


And theſe Deponents, William Harper and Mary Butter- 
field, ſeverally, on their oaths, ſay that the Machine which 
came down to the earth, appeared to confiſt of two parts 


connected together, namely, that in which the gentleman 


Was, appeared to be a frame-work of wood and netting, 
from which there ſtuck out a ſort of wing, and the other 


part of the Machine appeared in the ſhape of a large pear 


with the ſtalk downwards, and appeared to be made of 


ſilk or canvas, in ſtripes of green and red; and this De- 


ponent, Mary Butterfield, further, on her oath, ſaith, that 


when the Machine was aſcending from the ground, ſhe, 


this Deponent perceived an anchor or grapple drag along 
the 
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che ground, which took with it a ſmall parcel of the oats 
from the field, where they were raking. 


tre... 


» 

1 his 

. WILLIAM & HARPER. 

7 mark, 

. her 

4 MARY N BUT TERFIELD, 

mark. 

: © -Swworn before me this 20th day of September, 1784. 

7 WILLIAM BAKER. 

— 

: The voluntary declaration and depoſition on oath of 

r ELIZABETH BRETT, Spinſter, ſervant to Mr. Thomas 

: Reap, farmer, in the pariſh of Standon, in the county 

e of Herts. 

THIS Deponent on her oath ſaith, that on Wedneſday, 

: the 15th day of September, inſtant, between four and five 

: o' clock in the afternoon, ſhe, this Deponent, being then 

, at work in her maſter's brew-houſe, heard an uncommon 

n and loud noiſe, which, on attending to it, ſhe conceived 

J to be the ſound of men ſinging, as they returned from 

, harveſt home. That upon going to the door of the houſe 

r ſhe perceived a ſtrange large body in the air, and on ap- 

J proaching it ia a meadow-field near the houſe, called 

f Long Mead, ſhe perceived a man in it; that the perſon in 

. the Machine, which ſhe knew not what to make of, but 
which the perſon in it called an Air Balloon, called t6 

, her to take hold of the rope, which ſhe did accordingly ; 

4 that John Mills and George Philips, labourers with 

; ſaid Mr, Thomas Read, came up ſoon after, and being 


likewiſe requeſted to afliſt in holding the rope, both made 
| I 2 theic 
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their excuſes, one of them, George Phillips, ſaying he 
was too ſhort, and John Mills ſaying that he did not like 
it; that this deponent continued to hold the rope till ſome 
other harveſt men of Mr, Benjamin Robinſon, of High 
Croſs came up, by whoſe affiftance the machine was held 
down till the perſon got out of the machine; and this 
Deponent, further on her oath faith, that the perſon now 
preſent, and ſhewn to her by William Baker, Eſq. the 
Juſtice of peace before whom this Depoſition is taken, as 
Mr. Vincent Lunardi, and in her preſence declares him- 
ſelf to be Mr. Vincent Lunardi, was the perſon whe 
called to me from the Machine, as above ſtated, and who 
deſcended therefrom in the ſaid field, called Long Mea- 
dow. 
her 
ELIZABETHX BKETT, 


mark. 
Sworn before me this 16th day of September, 1784, at 


Barford Bury, in the County of Hertford, aforeſaid. 
WILLIAM BAKER, 


The voluntary declaration and depoſitions on oath of 
Jonas LancTox, Jon Criven, JAMES CRAMPLAY, - 
EDWARD BENTLEY, WiLLIam WALLER, ſeverally made 
this 17th day of September, 1784, before WILLIAM BA- 
KER, Eſq. one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for 
the county of Hertford. 

The ſaid Deponents, on their oath, ſeverally declare, 
that on the 15th of this inſtant, September, between 
four and five o'clock in the afternoon, being then at work, 
ſome of them in the harveſt fields, and others in the 

1 farme. 


( 61 1 


farm yard of Meſlrs, Benjamin Robinſon and James 
Snow, in the pariſh of Stondon, in the county of Hert- 
ford, they ſaw a large and uncommon Machine hovering 
in the air, which they ſeverally followed till it arrived at 
a certain mead, called Long Mead, in the occupation of 
Thomas Read, yeoman, of Stondon aforeſaid, where the- 
ſame touched the ground, and on their ſeverally arriving at 
the ſame place, they found Elizaheth Brett, Spinfter, 
maid ſervant with Thomas Read aforeſaid, holding a rope 
which was fixed to the faid Machine ; that on their ſeve- 
rally approaching the ſaid Machine, they perceived a gen- 
tleman in one part of it, who deſired them to aſſiſt Eliza» 
beth Brett the ſervant, who was then holding the rope, 
which they did accordingly ; that by this aſſiſtance the 
Machine being ſtopped, the gentleman who was in it 
came out, and to theſe Deponents declared, that he had 
ſet out from the Artillery Ground in London, a little 
after two o'clock, in the afternoon of the ſaid day, in 
the Machine, and had travelled through the air to the 
place where they found him. 

JONAS LANGTON, 

JOHN CHIVEN, 

JAMES CRAMPLAN, 

EDWARD BENILEY, 

WILLIAM WALLER. 


Stern before me, this 17th day of September, 1784, at 


Barford Bury, in the county of Herifard, 
WILLIAM BAKER, 
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A Gentleman well known in the Literary World having ſint 
Mr. LUNARDI the following Epi/ftle as a compliment to his 
Genius and enterprizing Spirit, Mr. Lux ARK D' Friend have 
ftrongly expreſſed their wiſhes to have it annexed to theſe Letters, 
and the Author has obligingiſgiven permiſſion to have it printed 
with them. | 


aN EPISTLE 
T 0 


' $16, VINCENZO LUNARDI. 


Excusz it, bold Youth, if a ſtranger ſhould dare 
To addreſs thus Tour Highne/s as Kine of the Air, 
For I was a witneſs, a charmed one, I own, 

* When you ſprung to the ſkies, and aſcended your throne 
Amid two hundred thouſand good people aſſembled, 
1 Who felt for your fame, for your ſafety too trembled ;- 

_ HU Whilſt you, a true Hero, of nothing afraid 
8 Took leave of the world, and mankind, undiſmay'd; 


EA. . 5 . \ _ 0 6 
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: ; | Determin'd to bid every danger defiance 
f | r ty a For the nobleſt of conqueſts, the conqueſt of ScreEnce. 


q | 5 Mi When you bid us adieu, and firſt quitted the earth, 
i ; | 4 To what varied ſentiments gave you quick birth ? 
. Each mind was brim full of unnumber'd ſtrange notions, 
| | 1 Rach eye all attention, to watch all your motions, 


The 
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The multitude ſcarcely believ'd that a man 
With his ſenſes about him could form ſuch a plan, 
And thought that as BepLam was fo very nigh 
You had better been there, than turned looſe in the ſky ! 
But when they perceiv'd you roſe higher and higher, 
O'ertop'd every building, each church, and each ſpire, 
They extoll'd with one voice your ſuperlative merit, 
Who could hazard your life with ſo dauntleſs a ſpirit, 
With benevolent wiſhes each boſom now burns, 
And Awe and Amazement both fill it by turns. | 
„Where's he going? cries one,—** Why he ſhrinks from 

ſour ſi ght! 

And where's this poor fellow to quarter to night ? 
« Tf he ſoars at this rate in his ſilken balloon, 
« He'll ſurely by Sunſet be up with the Moon!“ 
Whilſt God ſave his Soul, was the prayer of moſt, 
As they took it for granted your Body was loſt - 
The lovers of ſcience who beſt of all knew .__ 
How much might be hop'd from a Genius like you, 
In ſilence purſu'd you, unwilling to ſpeak, 
For the tear of anxiety ſtole down their cheek. 
In their own way of thinking, all felt, and all ass, 
Greedy Albus judg'd that your flight was ill ſeaſon'd, 
That you'd better have taken a good dinner firſt, 
Nor have pinch'd your poor ſtomach by hunger, or thirſt, 
In perfect indiff'renee the Beau yawn'd a blefling, 25 
And fear'd before night that your hair would want drefling- 
But the Lav1es, all zeal, ſent their wiihes in air, 
For a man of ſuch ſpirit is ever their care !. 


4S 


ATTORNIES 


a , 4 
1 
LU Iv | 

7 of 4 

MF: * 
1 „ 
3 2 

of 2 
3 

* 

t 
„ 

. ? 
* 1 
4 N P 
J 1 
I a 
"0 | 
bs I 
[7 : : A 

; : 5 f 7 
- ; S #3 F | 
be 
l 1 +. 
Rm 

: th þ 1. nl 
8 4 
=. þ 4 » 
" i J. 
1 

.E | 
A * 
x | 

1 4 
5 5 
"a 1. 
1 . J . 

11 5 
. 
wy F 

A, 'Y 1 
Ml : 

- 4h \ * 

2 1 * 

1 + 


Mutt look like a meadow embroider'd with daiſies; 


L J 


Atronnies were Puzzled how now they could fue vod, 


Unxperwriters what premium they'd now take to Ds youy 


Whilſt the ſallow-fac'd rw of his Monies ſo fond 
Thank*d Moſes, he never had taken your Bond. 


Amid theſe ſenſations which mov'd us below, 

Through the realms of pure Ether triumphant you' go, 

A courſe which no mortal had here before dar'd ; 

For You, was the riſk, and the glory prepar'd ; 

Though depriv'd of that Fx IAN who had urg'd the fond claim 
To partake all your dangers, and ſhare in your fame, 

From all human aid though cut off, and alone, 

When mounting thus ſingly, you ftill greater ſhone ! — 


Ah! tell me LUNARDI, —hereafter you may! 
What new ſcenes of wonder your flight muſt diſplay ? 


- How awful the feel, when through new regions gliding, 


Through currents untry'd, and from cloud to cloud ſliding? 
With what new ideas your mind muſt o'erflow ! 
With what new ſenſations your boſom muſt glow !— 
How little, "how trifling, muſt then in your eyes 
Have ſeem'd what below we look up to, and prize! 
No more than a molehill, the Tower's old walls, 


A Hop-pole the Mox uMmexT,—Bandbox, ST. Pauls. 


The vaſt hoſt of people you quirted ſo lately, 
Which ſpread to each preſent a ſcene the moſt ſtately, 
To one who ſo diſtant on all of us gazes 


Nay, 


[ 65 ] 
\ "Nay, een this GREAT CTY we all hold ſv dear 


As a Honery-coms only to you would appear, 


All it's Sni mere ſpots, though its bulwark and pride, 
The Baxx and the "rEasvuRY hardly deſcry'd, 

The abcdes of the Great not diſcern'd e'en with winking, 
And the Thames but a baſon for lap-dogs to drink in, 
'Tis the points whence we view things which fix, or create 
Our imperfe& conceptions of Little, or Great! 


An adventurous ſtripling, ſo ſweet Ovid ſings, | 
Had the boldneſs to ſoar once on two mighty wings, 
Unguided by judgment, and wand'ring too high, 
He met his juſt fate, and was plung'd from the ſky, 
And all that the world from this tale have been able 
To learn, was, it gave falſe Ambition a fable. 
But from flights ſuch as yours we've reaſon to hope 
Philoſophy one day may gain wider ſcope, 
The ſecrets of nature are ſlowly reveal'd, 
Though much is diſcover'd, far more is concealed, —- 
A ſpirit like yours can aſſiſt beſt the cauſe 
And more clearly illuſtrate her motions and laws; 
But ſhould not to you the great lot be aſſigned 
To eſtabliſh new doctrines of air or of wind, 
Should future Adventurers ſtill further rove, 
And purſuing your courſe, your diſcov'ries improve, 
Yet know, GALLANT YouT#, that to none but to You 
Will in EncLan»d the praiſe, and the triumph be due, 
In the FirxsT bold attempt ſo intrepid who ſhone, 
And ſhow'd by Example how much could be dove. 

K Dur 
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Bur country will gratefully boaſt of your name, 

And LUNARDI be plac'd on the bright ſcroll of fame, 
With the warmeſt acclaims of the Punic applauded, 

By PaiLos0PHERS lov'd—By the Musk too recorded. 


Amid all theſe honors, a ſtranger who fir'd 


By what he beheld, what yourſelf have inſpir'd, 


Round your temples while this little tribute he wreaths, 
Thus with zeal his fond wiſhes prophetick he breathes, 


Long enjoy Th' AEAIAL THRONE you now fit on! 


And live, ak! long live,—The CoLumBus of Britain ! 


* 


Explanation of the Plate of the Balloon. 


Crown, to which the Rope was faſtened : 

Net-work , 

Ropes, forty-five in Number, a Rope every four Meſhes 
Nooſes, through which the Atmoſpherical Air was con- 

5 | veyed into the Balloon, when exhibited at the Lyceum 

6 Wheel, to which all the Ropes were faſtened 

7 Ropes, which faſten the Gallery to the Wheel 

$7 Oars, by means of which I could keep the Balloon ata 

J certain Level, and deſcend without looſing Inflamma- 

ble Air for that Purpoſe | 

10 Gallery 

11 Grapple, or Anchor, to ſecure it when it touched the ground 

12 Engliſh Flag, which I threw down, to aſſure the incredulous, 

that there was an Individual in the Gallery 
i3 Cat, Dog, and a Pidgeon 


+» © (t „ 


Explanation of the Apparatus. 
1 Net 
2 Balloon 
3 Crown to ſuſpend the Balloon 
Barrels of Zinc 
5 Oi! of Vitriol 
6 Backs, in which the Water and Oil of Vitriol was mixed 
7 Recipient of Oil of Vitriol and Water 
8 Pipes, which contain Zinc, Water, and Oil of Vitriol 
9 Recipient of the Inflammable Air, full of Soap Lees 
10 Recipient for the Reſiduals 
11 Pipes full of Water 
— Blocks to raiſe the Balloon 
14 Blocks to ſuſpend the Stilliards to weigh the Balloon, Gal- 
lery, Machinery, &c 
15 Blocks to raiſe the Flaſks of Vitriol 
16 A Stage to ſupport the lower Part of the Balloon 
37 Tube, which conveys the Inflammable Air into the Balloon 
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1 | grun, 4 toi to hive the Ane Impreſſions, ave 4 to ſcud their oder), a2 fron at gl, 
np 2 as the Books will be delivered in the order they are ſubſeribed for. . 
PROPOSITIONS © the PUBLIC. 


ALL EDITION or SHAKSPERE's WORKS, » 


Printed complite from the TEXT of SAMUEL JOHNSON and GEORGE STEEVENS. 


(FAB Work is intended to ſuperſede the neceſſity for any other Edition, a3 it will be calculated 
to gratify every claſs of Readers.—The Publither intends that it ſhall nat only be the me per- 
fel? and beautiful Work that Britain ever produced, but alſo te chrapeſt 3 he huinbly hopes for 
public Yatronage, in proportion to the merits of the undertaking, and he reſpectfully ſolicits 
particular attention to the following circumſtances, 


The Plan is to print each Play, fingly and entire, from the laſt reviſions of Dr. SAMUEL 
JOHNSON, and GEORGE STEEVENS, EA. Cc. with their Charters of the Play, and 
the Origin of the Fable, as an introductory Preface to each Play; diſtinguiſhing alto ſuch 
Paſſages as are uſually omitted in the repreſentation. 


The Plays to be printed by Mel, FRYS and COUCHMAN, in a ſmall packet 
| if 4 ze, ſomething larger than BELL's EDITION OF THE POETS, on t:vo forts of Paper « 
war I, the bet of which with be une fine writing-pot quality, on the principle of the ſpleaJid EA ion of 
b Feltaire, with Paris Ink, on a new Burgeais Letter, cait aud delicately dreffed on purpoic, 

5 "if Embellihinents for this ſort, will confiſt of a chara#eriftic Print, repreſenting a Sotritea 
s Ene of ſome favourite Performer, beſides an original Vignette ſtene Pris, defigued by 


j 
» ' . LOUTHERBOURG, and engraved principally by Mefſ, BARTOLOZZL, DELATTRE, 
_ 446 " ; HEATH, of this Country; and the reſt by che maſt eminent Artiſts of FRANCE: 

f Reward is the ſpur to Emulation, and Emulation the parent of Merit; it is therefure the 

* Publiſher's intention, to call forth, on this occaſion, the GENIUS and ABILITIES of the 
1 greateſt and moſt rival nations on earth. 


, 4 The Plays thus embelliſhed and executed will be fold at One Shilling and Sixpence each. 


| The inferior ſort will be on common printing paper, and be enriched with the charace 

| $eriftic Print only; containing, nevertheleſs, the fame Letter-Prefs, and printed on the ſans 

- <a | Type—this copy will be fold at the uſual price, even of the meaneſt Editions, Viz. Six- 
* perice eh Play. 

MACBETH is now ready for delivery, finiſhed in à beautiful manner, 25 a ſpecimen, of 

the Work in general; the ſecond Play will be publiſhed in November 1784, and the in weekly 

ſucceifion until the whole are completed in thirty-ſix numbers. ; 


AFTERWARDS 


Ly The Prefates, Advertiſements, Introduttory Matter, and the Notes of every — ä — who have 
pretended to iluſtrate SHAKSPORE, will be compriſed and digeſted, into one clear p* nt of view, 
with references to the Text of each Piece, — Theſe Lucubrations will be printed alfo periodically 
each number to contain the Notes Fariorum, and other neceſſary information on two, at leaſt, of 
SHAKSPERE's PLAY $S—cach number of theſe Notes will be embelliſhed with an 
ORIGINAL PORTRAIT of the unter, or ſome of our moſt admired Compmentatirs, te be 
fold at the ſame prices of the Plays—any ſingle Play, or Commentary, may be had ſeparat&,— 

The Work will be printed for 1 BELL, at the Britiſh Library, in the Strand, "A Li 
t Subſcribers will be inſerted in the laſt Flay ; and the et Ireen, of the Work ſha!! be delivered 
| to original Subſtribers; which, from the Brilliancy and Beautiful of the Impretfions, will in 

a few months after their publication, rite far above their firſt cof, 


General Titles will be printed—by which the Work may be arrauged and bound, when completed, 
in Volumes, or fingle Plays, with or without the Commentaries, agreeable to the will of me 
dubicriber. 


J. BELL's REASONS for Printing this won k, 
and OBSERVATIONS on its Propriety. . 


in the firft place, The Publiſher is ambitious of producing a Work which may attract the 
| admiration of all Europe, in hopes of deriving a proportionate ſhare of reputation and advantage to 
| s | himſelf; he, therefore, fixes on our immortal Dramatic Bard. 


Secondly, A polite and well-informed claſs of Renders having declared it as their opinion, that 
SHAKSPERE has been elucidated into obſurity, ſuggeſted firft the deſign of printing his Plays, 
entire, cleared from the incumbrance and interruption of Notes, —The text of Dr. JOHNSON, and 
Mr. STEEVENS, is conſequently preferred, which, as Mr. MALONE obſerves, ſeems now, indeed, 
nally ſettled, by a diligent collation cf all the old copies hitherto diſcovered, and the judicious 

2 oration of ancient readings.— The 1 of al! Notes, from the page of the text, is ever an- 
'— proved by Dr. JOHNSON himſelf, who fays, that “ The reader is ſeldom pleaſed to find bis otnion 
G |» enticipate{—it is natural to d ligt more in what we find, ar make, than in what we ret . fudge 

= 71 yr faculties, in ro oy practice, and iis advancement is bindered by fu mn, tg dice 
1 ons. 


In order to obviate every poſſible objection, and to accommodate this Edition, to the taſte of every a 
reader the Prefaces, introduction, Aduertiſementi—the hiftorical and literary infor mauienm of every 
Tditor of SHAKSPERE, of which there have nat been leſs than eigbt, as well as the Notes and 
* eritical illuſtrations of Commentator, of which there are upwards of ſeventy—will be printed 
in a afin, coanpadt, and clear point of wiew, referring familiarly from Text to Notes, and from 
" Commentaries to Text, by the mode of priating—ſo that, in fact, this Edition will compriſe the 
4 f dabours of eight EDITORS and the elucidations of, at leaft, ſeventy ANNOTATO RS. 


As to the Embelliſhments, they will be new and magnificent. The Public have much to expect 
from the ſuperior talents of Mr. LOUTHERBOURG—his having long lived in habits of intimacy * 
Tm | with Mr. GARRICK, his familiarity with the Rage, and dramatic effect, added to the Renown 

T ke has acquired in every line of his profeſſion, promiſes to ſoar ſtill higher on the preſent occaſion, 


The Engravings of Mr. BARTOLOZZI are ſecure of praiſe and admiration in every part of the 
— an the reſt ſhall be as near his ſtandard of merit, as the Artiſts of England and France 
22 uce. 


Such is the deſign, and the Publiſher confidently hopes, that the execution of it will tranſcend his 
15 feeble de ſcri e is aware of having many impediments oppoſed to its circulation, through the 
18. | wfual channels of the trade; he foreſees a hoſt of foes, and the powerful oponents with whom he 
r . muſt, in conſequence, have to combat—but, ſhiclded as he is by a firm reſolution, and the ſpirit of 
1 Kis cauſe, de will boldy meet his d ſaritcs, and yiadicate his claim to public prote gion. 


